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Living 
By Frances M. Nesbitt 
Ican do all things through Christ. — Philippians 4: 13. 


O LIVE with God through every day, 
Through stormy and. through sunny hour, 
Will be a life of love alway, 
Will be a life of endless power ; 
There is no end at all in view” ~ 
Of what the Lord can:do through you! 
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Two Kinds of Knowledge 


Personal experience gives us a knowledge that 
can come in no other way. Those who haye seen 
colors have a knowledge of color that the blind from 
birth never haye... We may describe colors to them in 
the most. vivid and eloquent way, but something is 
jacking in their knowledge of color. So of the dif- 
ference between natural and spiritual knowledge. The 
Bible tells us of this difference; every child of God 
knows the difference. Old Thorgas Goodwin, in his 
“Discourse of the Glory of the Gospel,” wrote: “To 
be converted . . . is to know over all anew, that you 
knew by education. .. . If I have seen the picture of 
a man, I have an image in my mind of that man 
according to his picture; but if I have seen the man 
himself, why, here is another manner of image formed 
up in my mind that have seen him, which is not 
formed up in the mind of any man else, which hath 
but: seen his picture. Now all the knowledge that 
carnal men have the Gospel iis but. by images re- 
ceived from the hearsay of it only; but the knowl- 
edge which holy miem have is by the impress and 
image received from the thing itself made known unto 
them by the Holy Ghost. I remember one once said 
of the late Queen Elizabeth, I have seen her picture, 
saith he, but I have one picture of her that I will 
not sell for all the pictures of her in the world. And 
what was that? I saw her but once, saith he, and 
the image of her remains still in me; which image he 
could convey to no man living. Even so the image 
and impress, that which entereth into the heart of a 
spiritual man of the things of the Gospel, is a differ- 
ent image to what is in the heart of a carnal man. 
And yet now, ti the one should go and describe, and 
speak of the things of the Gospel, he would express 
it no otherwise than the other, for there is something 
still that cannot be expressed... . . Because the Gos- 
pel runs in a :nystery, revealed to his. saints, and to 


none else.” 
a 
In the Air 


“Air-mindedness” increases as the age goes on. 


Advertisements of airplanes for personal use as well - 
as of public tramsportation are often seen in the mag- - 


azines: -New types: of: airplanes: are being perfected. 


Two daring scientists ascend in a closed sphere beyond - 


the earth’s atmosphere into the mysterious “strato- 
sphere,” are given up for dead; and then make a ‘safe 
descent with a thrilling report. ef their amazing. ex- 
Readers of Tae Suwpay 
Scnoot Times will recall Dr. Stewart MacLennan’s 


Trt tae 
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article publishéd here ast winter, “What is the Mean- 


ing of Wriiversal “Air~Mindedness?” in which he con- 
nected this new ‘attitude of mankifid and the imminent 
trafistation” of “the “Church. . His article brought ‘out 
an -interesting letter from a fadian reader, raising: 
the question as ‘to--what mati deserved credit for the 
first flying machine, and -facts:Searing on this were 
discussed in “Notes on Open Letters” in t > issue of 
April. 18.. A reader, commenting on this discussion, 
makes the interesting observation: “Well— after all, 
what is the difference! As you intimated by quoting 
the closing paragraph from Dr..MacLennan’s article 
on our Lord’s return, it isn’t ‘who was first’ in the 
air, but those who will be in the air at the last, that 
really counts.” This is true indeed. Even after the 
Church has ‘been caught up from the earth to meet 
the Lord inf the air, and taken beyond the atmosphere 
and the stratosphere, doubtless worldly-wise news- 
paper reporters and editors and scientists will have 
a perfectly rational, scientific, and “convincing” ex- 
planation of the disappearance of millions. But the 
inviolable promise and irrevocable facts cannot. be 
altered, that “the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,’ 
and with the trump of: God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the. Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 


- these words” (1 Thess. 4: 16-18). 


> A 
Men Who Scorn Christ 


Christ crucified is foolishness to many a man. 
God’s Word tells us ‘this; men have always confirmed 
it, and they are doing so today in shocking measure, 
Within our lifetime it used to be said that, even among 
those who were not Christians, no one had any word 


to speak against Christ; that all admired his charac- 
ter even if they did not:a¢cept him’ as Saviour. But 
that- was never trues and: now startling evidences of 
the scornful, even hateful attitude of men toward 
Christ appear’ incréasingly. Things are being said 
against him in college classrooms that THe SuNDAY 
Scoot. Times would be unwilling to report. And 
even back in 1908 the fameus Engtish novelist and 
historian, H. G. Wells, published his views concern- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ’ with an insolent blasphemy 
that is difficult to understand. ‘Said he: “I hope I 
shall offend no susceptibilities when I assert that this 
great and very definite personality in the hearts and 
imaginations of mankind does not and never has -at- 
tracted me. It is a fact I record about myself with- 
out aggression or’ regret.- I do not find myself able 
to associate Him in any way with the émotion of sal- 
vation. . . . To me the Christian Christ’ seems not so 
much a humanized God as an incomprehénsibly sinless 
Being neither God nor man. . . . He had no petty 
weaknesses. ‘Now the essential trouble of my life 
is its petty weaknésses. - If I am to have that love, 
that sense of understanding fellowship, which is, I 
conceive, the ‘peculiar magic and‘ merit’ of this idea of 
a personal Saviour, then I need some one’ quite other 
than this image of virtue, this terrible and ‘incompre- 
hensible Galilean with his crown of thorns, his blood- 
stained hands and feet. ... The Christian Christ in 
none of his three characteristic phases, neither as the 
magic babe, nor as the white-robed, spotless miracle 
worker, nor as the fierce unreal-torment of the cross, 
comes close to my sotl. I do not understand the 
Agony in the Garden; to me it is like a scene from a 
play in an unknown tongue.” © Christ and the Gospel 
are always an unknown tongue to those who set their 
own wisdom above God’s. “The natural man receiveth 
not ‘the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither’can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 


Revival and Relief. 


are eagerly looking for relief from what many 

consider the greatest business and economic de- 
pression of history. The world has been in wor'se 
economic straits from time to time, but never has there 
been a descent from such heights of prosperity to such 
depths of business difficulty. And strangest of all, 
the ufiemployment and financial distress and business 
failure has gone hand in hand with an abundant supply, 
even an over-supply of food, manufactured articles, 
and money. Deposits in savings banks paying three 
percent have mounted, and at this writing government 
bonds are selling at a premium. This means that those 
who have money are afraid to invest it until the pres- 
ent situation clears up. It is natural to suppose that 
when confidence is restored, there will be abundance 
of capital available for the revival of business. 

With some of the greatest of our business leaders 
declaring that the situation is out-of-hand and beyond 
human control, it is not fitting to predict what will 
happen. But the significant fact for the Christian to 
ponder is that men everywhere are expectantly exam- 
ining every sign of the times with their heart set on 
release from business depression as the rreat hope of 
the world. A universal longing for ruterial relief 
has gripped the world. But there is scarcely any 
crying out to God for spiritual awakéning. And mate- 
rial relief for America without spiritual revival in 
America will be a tragedy. 

Thousands of. pastors and Christian leaders’ have 
indeed been faithful ‘in passing on to their people the 
spiritual lessons of these difficult: days. But it: is 
an ominous fact that in all the public movements for 
economic relief, in all the conferences ‘to suggest ways 
and «means to-deal -with ‘the situation, in all of the 
declarations of great leaders as to the causes of this 
depression, there: has .been practically no recognition 
of. any ‘spititual factors. There has been no _ national 
or public ¢onviction that God has anything to do in 
the -affaiy§ @f mien,‘ or that imrighteousness -has. any 
influence the movements of business. 


A= over America and the civilized world men 


Even in the highest circles, we have been depending 
upon Chamber of Commerce wisdom. Business wis- 
dom, as represented by the Chambers of Commerce is 
a legitimate ‘and an important thing. But one lesson 
writ large over the clouded skies of our day is the 
lesson that the best that man’s wisdom can do is to 
learn how to handle the situation that God creates 
or permits. And if our unrighteousness is one of the 
main causes of that situation, we should go to the 
root of the matter, humble ourselves before God, and 
cry out for revival first, in order that relief may 
come safely. 

Over a year ago, around the Christmas season, the 
workers in Radost Bible School near Warsaw, Po- 
land, conducted by Moses Gitlin, had an experience 
that may serve as a parable for the present situation 
in America. For three months the workers had been 
getting about half of their monthly allowances, and 
they set aside a day for fasting and prayer for funds. 
Mr. Gitlin wrote to a friend a few days after this day 
of prayer: 

“But as we began to pray, the Spirit of God began 
to speak ‘to us that only for the righteous is the 
promise that they shall not be forsaken, and only 
they who walk uprightly will not be denied any good 
thing. A desire, yes, a passion for his righteousness 
in us began to get hold of us. Again the Spirit and 
the Word spoke to us that there is need of cleansing 
by the blood of the Lamb before there can be sanc- 
tification by the Holy Spirit. And before the Lord 
can begin to cleanse, our filth must be brought forth; 
and ‘before it can be brought forth it must be known 
and acknowledged. So the Spirit began to do his 
work of rebuking of sin, of. righteousness, of judg- 
mefit, sand- this »necessitated« longer seasons of tarrying 
before God sand waiting upon’ Him. Three and four 
meetings! were held daily}/‘lasting from an hour and 
a (quarter to four hours. ~The Lord has broken down 
stubbornness, mocked bashfulness, fear, and timidity. 
Chronic habits, and recent shortcomings, along’ vari- 
ous. phases of “physical and social:as well’ as- spiritual 
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sins, were brought forth under the strains of self- 
condemnation and cryings to for mercy, and to 
brethren for prayer. They were red letter days, 
Never to be forgotten are such precious seasons. We 
shall never be the same as heretofore. We have seen 
his holiness, our sinfulness; we confessed and he 
cleansed us, and now we are hearing more than be- 
fore his call for service.” 

Mr. Gitlin’s letter goes on to tell about the by- 
products of this revival among the believers. A bril- 
liant young woman of the arsaw University ac- 
cepted Christ, dedicated herself to his service, crying 
out for an infilling of the Holy Spirit. A back-slidden 
Hebrew. Christian,, who had turned back and had 
denied the Lord, was restored. Missionary workers 
visiting the school were revived. 

In all of these days of prayer apparently there was 
no mention of, or at least no emphasis upon, the mate- 
rial needs. But Mr. Gitlin writes, “We began to be- 
lieve that God would send relief after he sent the 
revival, and he did.” The letter from which these 
quotations are made was sent to a friend in acknowl- 
edgment of a gift of. seventy-five, dollars. that came 
immediately following the revival. 

The striking introduction to this letter, written by 
the Hebrew Christian missionary in Poland just one 
week after the first day of prayer, was as follows: 

“In preparing my Bible lecture this morning, I was 
struck with Ruth 1:6, ‘The Lord had visited his peo- 
ple in giving them bread.’ I was led to mark on 
the margin of my Bible opposite that verse the fol- 
lowing phrase, ‘REvivaL AND RE ter.’” 

This statement in Ruth is one of the many messages 
of the Old Testament that reveals the direct rela- 
tion between righteousness on the part of Israel and 
material blessings from the hand of God. Israel knew 
that when ecorlomic depression or difficulty came, it 
was God’s voice calling them back to righteousness. 
They knew that, when they humbled themselves be- 
fore God and relief came, it was God himself visit- 
ing his people with bread. God is not different today. 
He was indeed dealing in a peculiar and special way 
with Israel and we have the inspired record of his 
dealing. But this inspired record should lead us to 
know that God is the same righteous God today and 
is blessing every. people that will. humble themselves 
before~him. America has been the most favored of 
all lands, not because of her superior wisdom, and 
not even because of the superior material resources of 
this continent, but because America in a measure has 
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been more true to God than other nations have been, 
and has given for evangelization and for the relief of 
the poor beyond that of any people. America also has 
had a high standard of righteousness in dealing with 
other nations. These are the basic reasons for God’s 
favor-upon our land. By the same tokens we should 
recognize that God’s judgment will fall upon us if 
we. turn away from ‘righteousness, if we solve our 
problems with God left out. 

On June 5 a call was issued by the Business Men’s 
Council of the Pocket Testament League, urging all 
Christian organizations to appeal to the President to 
proclaim a national Day of Prayer. Both the “call” 
and the letter accompanying it appear elsewhere on 
this page of Tue Sunpay Senoot Times. Every 
Christian should unite in the prayer that this and 
similar movements may result in a recognition of God 
on the part of the American nation in humble acknowl- 
edgment that our material depression: is but symbolic 
of a far worse spiritual depression abroad in the land. 

A World War was fought “to make the world 
safe for democracy.” All the everits since have indi- 
cated that: democracy is not safe for the world. God 
is our only safety. ‘Our urgent prayer now should 
be that America may be made safe for the coming 
prosperity. ° Relief without revival will lead-to a fur- 
ther forgetting of God. Revival and relief is God’s 
order. : 


There is little doubt that the world will come out. 


of this depression, and perhaps go to new heights of 
apparent prosperity. But this does not solve the 
world’s economic problem, It does not solve the 
problem of war. Christ Jesus is the one Hope of the 
world, our Blessed Hope. But a world that rejects 
Christ must-look to another hope. God’s Word clearly 
indicates that the world having. rejected God’s Sav- 
iour, will accept Satan’s saviour. Satan’s saviour will 
be a strong leader that will bring economic salvation 
to the world. The world vainly believes that pros- 
perity without holiness is a desirable thing. But it 
is an impossible thing, and its temporary trial under 
Antichrist will result in the final cataclysm of this age. 

As the men of the world eagerly scan the horizon 
for a time of material prosperity, let Christians be 
the. more eagerly looking for the blessed hope. This 
does not mean that we may not take our part in every 
effort to bring material prosperity, and to bring peace. 
But our hope shall not .be vainly set upon that which 
man can do. e€ must await him who hath promised 


to make all things new. © 





4 
James Russell Lowell’s Opinion of Missions 


Criticisms of the Christian foreign missionary en- 
terprise as quite unnecessary and a waste of time, 
strength, and money, are nothing new. We find them 
today; they always have been brought against the 
Church of Christ, which must be a missionary Church 
if it is true to its Lord; and ‘such criticisms will not 
cease until the Lord’s return. They have been an- 


swered conclusively over and over again, and one of: 


the ablest and most unanswerable of these responses 
is credited to James Russell Lowell. It appears in 


* print from time to time, and was included in one of 


the “Penny Poets” issued many years ago by the 


famous editor of The Review of Reviews, William T.’ 


Stead, the noted English publicist. Doubtless this 
famous statement by Lowell is authentic and is to be 
found in one or another of his published works, or 
in some biography of the .poet; but .THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times has been unable to locate it,:and would 
appreciate word from any of the T1meEs- readers in- 
arg where the statement may be found in Lowell’s 
works. 

The story goes that Lowell had been wearied and 
annoyed by the contemptuous and condescending atti- 
tude of certain agnostics as they condemned Chris- 
tian missions, and that after listening to them for a 
while he expressed himself as follows: 

“The worst kjnd of religion is no religion at all; 
and these men, living in ease’ and luxury, indulging 
themselves in the amusement of going without a re- 
ligion, may be thankful that they live in lands where 
the Gospel they neglect has tamed the beastliness and 
ferocity of the men who, but for Christianity, might 
long ago have eaten their carcasses like the South Sea 
Islanders, or cut off their heads, and tanned their 
hides, like the monsters of the French Revolution. 

“When the microscopic search of skepticism, which 
has hunted the heavens and sounded the seas to dis- 
prove the existence of a Creator, has turned its atten- 
tion to human society, and has found a place on this 
planet ten miles square where a decent man may live 
in decency, comfort, and security, supporting and edu- 
cating his children unspoiled and unpolluted, —a place 
where age is reverenced, infancy respected, manhood 
respected, womanhood honored, and human life held 


in due regard,— when skeptics can find such a place . 


ten miles square on this globe, where the Gospel has 


not gone and cleared the way and laid the foundations 
and made decency and security possible, it will then 


be in order for the skeptical literati to move thither: 


and ventilate their views. So long as these men are 
dependent upon the religion which they disregard for 
every privilege which they- enjoy, they may well hesi- 
tate a little before they seek to rob: the Christian of his 
hope, and humanity of faith in that Saviour who alone 
has given to man that hope of life eternal which makes 
‘life tolerable and society possible, and robs death of 
its terrors and the grave of its gloom.” 


a 


A National Call to Prayer 


The Business Men’s Council of the’ Pocket Testa- 
ment League, Inc., of* Philadelphia, is-‘a -group of 
business men who were drawn together during the 
World War, doing an extensive work among the 
American soldiers in the distribution of Testaments, 
and in personal evangelism. A ‘number of field repre- 
sentatives served in some thirty -of the American 
camps, reaching thousands of men for Christ. 

After the war this group of business men decided 
that it was not the Lord’s will that they should dis- 
band, but that their work should be carried on chiefly 
among industrial establishments, where so many of 
the unchurched in our large cities seldom were in 
touch with the church, or the Word. 

Early in June, this Couricil issued the following 
letter to a large number of business, religious, and 
philanthropic organizations, and with the letter was 


sent out the accompanying Call to Prayer, which the © 


recipients were’ asked to sign and return to the Coun- 
cil. It is reported that organizations representing some 
five million persons have signed and returned this 
memorial, and it is expected that this will ‘be pre- 
sented in person to President Hoover. Let us all 
pray most earnestly that the President will see his 
way clear to name a national day of prayer in accord- 
ance with this appeal, and with a growing sentiment 
in the land among many who are profoundly con- 
cerned that such a day should be observed. 


Dear Frienps: 


Under the profound conviction ‘that there is im- 
perative meed in this hour for united prayer in be- 
half of our country the Business Men’s.Ceuncil. of - 


the Pocket Testament League purposes to bring the 
accompanying appeal or memorial to the direct atten- 
tion of President Hoover. . 


There is a growing sentiment in this country that 
a national. day of prayer should be appointed as early 
as may be practicable. Evidences of this are con- 
stantly recurring. 


There is ample precedent in the history of our 
nation for the appointing of such a day by the Chief 
Executive and by Congress, exemplified by the call 
of the Senate and of President_Lincoln in 1863, and 
the action of Congress in 1918 leading to a procla- 
mation by President Wilson, calling upon the nation 
to observe a day of. prayer. 


You are most earnestly invited to join in the ac- 
companying appeal to. President Hoover. It is the 
hope of the Business Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League that a committee representing the 
various organizations uniting in this appeal may visit 
Washington at an appropfiate time in ‘otder to pre- 
sent this memorial to the ident in person. 

We believe that this appeal. should be very widely 
representative . of responsible organizations through- 
out the country, and if you will kindly return the 
enclosed copy of the appeal duly signed, to the office 
of thé Business Men’s Council of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League, the namé of your dérganization will be 
added to the copy when it is brought to the attention 
of the President. 1 wal 


_ It is unnecessary for us to enlarge ‘upon the condi- 

tions which have led ‘to the preparation of the ac- 
companying memorial. We: have there set forth the 
basic ‘convictions that have actuated us, and in which 
we confidently trust that you will concur. May we 
hope for a very early. return of the document with 
the signature of your organization? 

Let us not neglect to pray that a nation-wide Day 
of Prayer may indeed be appointed, upon ‘which a great 
volume Of united prayer may be offered unto Him 
whose wisdom and abundant mercy from of old have 
been graciously vouchsafed to the humble and con- 
trite in answer to believing prayer. 

Yours in His Service, 
Jos. M. STEELE, 
President. 

“If my people, which are called by my 

name, shall humble themselves, - and 


“pray, and seek my face, and turn from 


their wicked ways; then will. I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and heal their land” (2 Chron. 
7:14). 


A NatIonaL CALL To PRAYER 


At various periods in the history of our coun- 
try situations have arisen which have caused the 
nation to realize keenly man’s limitations, and 
sae nee of conscious dependence upon almighty 


In recognition of this need the Chief Executive 
has more than once called upon the people of the 
United States to observe a Day of Prayer and 
confession of sin,—a day devoted to earriest 
petition ‘to God for mercy, for light upon ‘indi- 
vidual and national duty, for wisdom and’ courage 
in the face of problems to a solution of which the 
natural abilities of man, apart from divine favor, 
were proving grievously inadéquate. ; 

It is the conviction of thé signers of this appeal 
in common doubtless with uncounted’ numbers of 
our fellow citizens, that while the United States 
is privileged at this present hour ‘in its history tc 
be the- possessor of unprecedented resources, cour- 


ageous leadership, and unflagging zeal in material. 


achievement, yet it cannot, as a ‘nation, ‘find the 
solution of its own increasingly acute problems, 
or make its due contribution, to the solution of the 
present world situation, unless enlightened by the 
wisdom ‘and guided by the ‘hand of almighty God, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

From the present depression in the normal 
activities of the life of our’ nation no one is ex- 
empt. It is a world-wide depression, both’spir- 
itual and material, arising from, and creating, 
issues reaching into every department of. life. 
Most serious’ of ‘all, however, would be a spiritual 
blindness and defeatism that permits individual 
or national pride to usurp an openly avowed ‘de- 

upon: God, and to frustrate a national 
recognition of our one source of power and wis- 
dom and effective solving of the intricate prob- 
lem of this hour. 

It is not by the path of pride that men or 
nations arrive at worthy goals, but by the rélease 
of God-given wisdom and energy through ' the 
prayer of humble, contrite, and expectant souls 
who profoundly ‘believe with the prophet that it 
is “not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” : 

Therefore we join in this memoriat to the Presi- 


dent of the United States in the earnest and con-~ 


fident hope that he will take whatever steps may 
be needful to call upon the: nation to observe an 
appointed Day of Prayer, and we venture to as- 
sure him that in so doing he will have the sup- 
port ef millions of our people. — 
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When a Chinese was twice-born 


From Medicine Faker to Personal Worker 











By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 























HE Chinese have a saying: “Do you know how 

to learn to talk? Go and sell medicine!” This 

man Tung early displayed the “gift of the gab.” 
So his father took him to a temple and dedicated him 
to the god of healing. “As a boy, he developed an 
interminable: flow of words; and, in process of time, 
he became a full-fledged medicine faker—in China, 
among the villages, a relatively profitable profession, 
where the people are so densely ignorant, so crassly 
superstitious. : 

He was the Chinese variant of the typical Amer- 
ican patent-medicine seller, of the Kickapoo Indian 
Sagwa Elixir type, such as I used to hear in my boy- 
hood; who, on a summer night, in a wagon brilliantly 
illuminated by gasoline pan jets, held forth in spell- 
binding eloquence, intermixed with a concert, before 
a crowd,—idle, curious, amused. He insinuated his 
priceless wares upon the innocent and gullible, selling 
them by the sheer power of his smiling, good-humored, 
jocular over-persuasian (perhaps, by hypnotic influ- 
ence, too): also making them attractive to the hard- 
headed, by the sop of gold cuff-links, pearl collar 
buttons, parti-colored suspenders, silk underwear, and 
so on, all thrown in “free gratis and for nothing.” 
His irresistible climax wound up somewhat as follows: 

“Make a great decision now! Step up and avail 
yourself of this unique opportunity to possess this 
marvelous remedy. The chance of a lifetime, to get 
cured immediately of all your aches and pains! The 
privilege of becoming a new man, of facing the future 
unhampered by clinging infirmities. It is yours to- 
night to mount the hill of success, tonight only!” 

Many a time, on the Chinese market, at temple fairs, . 
at great festivals, and at peripatetic theater exhibi- 


tions, I have seen the typical Chinese medicine fakers - 


say and do the Chinese equivalent of this homeland 
village stunt —- “only more so.” 


Medical Methods of the Fakers 


It is to be remembered that hordes of these fakers 
infest the land, and that the religions of the people, 
with their lack of public spirit, provide, per se, no 
alleviation for the ills of humanity, no treatment for 
neglected unfortunates, no place of asylum for de- 
ficient classes. There is practically no real medical 
practice by Chinese among the villages. None of the 
practitioners have studied medicine, in the Western 
sense. And only a very small percentage of the boys 
have gone to a village school even of the old style. 
Anyone who desires so to do can start in to practice 
medicine. I have repeatedly seen the kits of these 
fakers (knives, needles, and pincers, not only not 
sterilized, but always unclean and rusty in their un- 
wipedness). Such instruments, done up in a dirty 
cloth, are a slight suggestion of the puncturing horrors 
perpetrated upon the Chinese rural public — helpless. 
I have seen even the smoked and blackened fetuses 
of animals, sun-dried and ill-smelling, displayed as 
medicine which, taken in ground-up doses, would in- 
duce the birth of boys. 

The nature of certain medicines that are compounded 
in China is such that, in some instances, it requires 
a man of unusual eloquence to sell them, to “put them 
over” upon even a superstitious audience and there- 
fore an audience credulous to a degree. Think of 
such medicines as powdered tiger teeth, to make one 
fearless; or ground bears’ gristle, to make a weak 
man strong; or snakes’ gall, to give a man discern- 
ment; or the dried heart meat of an executed robber, 
to make one brave. 

I have seen representatives of many medicine shops 
assembled at the excavation of the remains of a mam- 
moth, in eager competition for the tusks and bones, to 

used in expensive medicine efficacious for the 
growth of puny, undersized children; i. e., of the well- 
to-do, who alone could pay the price. I have seen 
quack doctors standing near a condemned bandit out- 
side a city wall, waiting for the soldiers, by the pro- 
cess of heart-gouging, to execute him, so that they 
might buy the quivering flesh for medicinal purposes 
of special virtue. 

As to the medical practice of these fakers: On the 
neck, arms, back, and chest of peasants, stripped to 
the waist, and working in the fields along the road, 
one can often see the bodies of these men full of 
needle-pricks, scarred by the operations of these fakers, 
and reminding one of a cushion from which pins have 
been extracted. Big scars reveal the fact that, with 
big needles, big openings have been made, in order 
to let out big devils. A smaller scar speaks of a 
smaller incision to let out a smaller demon. 

Now, in all this medical (?) lore involved in\ his 
art, Tung Mei Hsien was a connoisseur; and, as 
earlier intimated, was skillful also in the practice of 


Dr. Scott’s many friends in America and through- 
out the world will welcome the announcement of 
‘his new book just published by the Revell Com- 
pany ($1.50), “Chinese Twice-Born.” The story 
on this page is one of the many. remarkable life 
stories given in the book. The Introduction has 
been written by the Editor of the Times, who says: 
“If there are any who still think it is an imper- 
tinence to take ‘our religion’ to foreign lands, a 
reading of Dr. Scott’s exciting narratives will give 
an entirely different view of the question. Hea- 
thendom is seen to be what it really is — stark, 
miserable, unbelievably helpless and hopeless. 
These true stories of what the Gospel has accom- 
plished in heathen lives are cheering and convinc- 
ing. More than that, they are thrilling demonstra- 
tions of the fact that there is only one Gospel; no 
other religion is doing the things of which Dr. 
Scott here tells us. ... The author has also been 
a student of national life and politics, and interna- 
tional life, for many years, and his observations 
and comments in these fields are revealing.” 








his craft — which was largely of the tongue. But one 
can never “do” others without being “done” in some 
measure, at some point, himself. Tung, like many 
another sharper, was a victim of gambling; in China, 
as elsewhere, a deceiver is usually deceived himself. 

I came upon him ‘first at a semi-annual © temple 
festival, which festival is something like our fall 
county fairs, at which the ‘people come together to 
buy and sell everything conceivable that concerns their 
life, — doing the trafficking, however, inside the temple 
grounds, and shrewdly improving the opportunity to 
worship gods whom they fear, and which, if not semi- 
annually feasted and placated, will bring them bad 
luck. 

A crowd ringed him round, the nearer ones squat- 
ting on the ground, behind them many standing and 
craning their necks. He was endeavoring to sell 
some pills. They had magic quality, and he was 
discoursing eloquently over their worth. Deft as a 
juggler with his fingers, he was still nimbler of 
tongue. 

The pills were just plain, ordinary mud, painted 
red; he used them to do a sleight-of-hand trick, I 
had repeatedly witnessed it before, but done with 
less skill by others. 

“This is a wonderful medicine,” Tung cried. “Not 
a one of you but sometime has toothache. When it 
comes, it is the plague of your life. It makes you 
crazy day and night. You have never found a 
remedy for it; but I possess it here. One pill of 
mine will relieve you; indeed, will cure you. No 


more sleepless nights, tossing in pain, Henceforth,. 


you can rest peacefully like a babe. Yes, you can 
sleep soundly lying on a narrow brick wall; lying 
even over the big wheel of your barrow, with your 
face to the sun and your open mouth full of. flies! 
At a small price you can buy this panacea; for this 
pill goes to the root of the toothache trouble, and 
cures many other woes as well!” 

The Turning Point in Tung’s Life 

“Do you know the cause of toothache?” he con- 
tinued. “It is due to worms that eat the sweet off 
your teeth and knaw little nests inside. When they 
move about, it is because they are hungry. Your 
tooth aches because they are gnawing around. That’s 
why you have holes in your teeth; they are your busy 
enemies, demons to torture you. Now, drop one of 
my pills into that hollow, and what happens? It is 
poison to teeth bugs. They gnaw it—and die, or 
else they retreat from your mouth, passing out of your 
body by way of your ears! Thus you are forever 
freed from the pain they might inflict in the future. 
Buy today, while you have the chance!” Then reach- 
ing his thumb and forefinger into his mouth, he went 
on, “I, too, have a worm-eaten tooth. It pains me 
now. I will cure it at once.” 

Forthwith, he pulled forth, apparently out of a 
supposedly hollow tooth, a small grub, which he held 
up for inspection. “Now, I will drop in a pill” — 
which he proceeded to do—“and the pain ceases! 
Who buys?” And the people began to buy. 

As I stood at the rear of the crowd and studied 
this*man, I did not think of bim as a Chinese. He 
was a big, powerful fellow in the early prime of life. 
His eyes were not almond-shaped and did not seem 
to be set aslant. Aside from his sleek tongue (as if 
greased with butter) he had an un-Chinese big mouth 
like Henry Clay’s and a square jaw that betokened 
great decision of character. 


Steeped as he was then in the iniquity of his un- 
regenerate heart, I could not like his eye. It was 
evil-steely, mesmeric, cunning — like that of the pro- 
fessional gamblers, who, in numerous, low, and foul- 
smelling tents scattered over the grounds, had settled 
down to prey upon the festival attenders. But his 
intelligence and ability were manifest. I made an op- 
portunity to speak to him. He was polite and 
friendly; and I proposed that at his leisure we walk 
out away from the crowd that now jammed in around 
us, and have a talk. He assented willingly; and soon 
we were deep in the subject of the Great Physician 
who heals, really heals, the ailments of body, mind, 
and spirit. 

The outcome was that, when he came back from 
that walk, the Holy Spirit had filled Tung’s heart 
with a great longing for Jesus as Saviour. Turning 
to his assistant, as he pointed to his repulsive medi- 


* cines, spread out for display on a dirty blanket upon 


the ground, he said quietly, “Take these things home!” 
When home, to the amazement and consternation of 
the family, and in spite of angry protests, he dumped 
them upon the manure-pile. 

After that interesting day, his turning point, I 
watched him and helped him all I could, taking him 
on trips with me, finally baptizing him, and having 
him speak in testimony: of the grace of God to him. 
Then the Devil got busy in earnest, and began to 
stir things up. 

f course, when the Lord Jesus got hold of Tung, 
the man became concerned for the salvation of his 
relatives, who consisted of wife and children, to- 
gether with two elder brothers and their families. 
He did not need much teaching to realize that it is 
true spiritually as financially, the Word in 1 Tim- 
othy 5:8: “If any provide not for his own... 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel.” 


How He Learned the Power of Prayer 


As time wore on, the opposition of his family, in- , 
stead of wearing out, became more strenuous. ) 
“They are gradually tightening up on me like a 
vise!” Thus Tung expressed it to me. Thus it went 
on for months, until the months lengthened into sev- 
eral years., In the face of such unreasoning rough 
treatment ashe received, he learned his one great 
resource, prayer. He sought me out frequently, and 
as frequently we prayed together for mutual comfort 
and encouragement in the Holy Ghost. I have rarely 
heard prayers like his. When he prayed, I always 
thought, as in the case of no other aan, of that pas- 
sage in Hebrews which, speaking of the earthly life 
of our Lord, tells us that Christ, in the days of his 
flesh, offered up prayers and supplications with strong 
cryings and tears unto him who was able to save 
him from death, and was heard in that he feared 
‘(had godly reverence). As a result, Tung won over 
his meek and gentle-faced wife, and together they 
won their son and daughter. Later his son attended 
one of our primary schools, and ultimately graduated 
from our station high school, and is now an excellent 
teacher in one of the Christian schools of our sta- 
tion. The daughter went to our women’s Bible 
school, and has been fitted to be a Bible teacher in 

the villages of that region. 

Whereas the oldest brother continued strong in 
his disapproval, the second brother waxed fiercer 
and fiercer in truly unreasoning hatred toward Christ. 
He used physical violence upon the family to deter 
them from forsaking the old ways. All were in terror 
of him. In his blind rage at the Jesus doctrine, he 
would spit at mention of the name Jesus; and openly 
vowed a terrible vow that, if Christian worship was 
ever held in the building where the families lived 
together, he would kill the worshipers. In conse- 
quence, every time that I arrived at Tung’s village, 
we worshiped in a little room at the back of the ‘yard, 
which, with the exception of a kang (where a hired 
man slept to watch against thieves), was devoted to# 
a donkey and an ox. Repeatedly did I sleep there. 
Repeatedly did we hold services there and celebrate 
the Holy Communion, in close proximity to these dumb 
watchers. And precious were those Communions, in 
the presence of enemies, but overshadowed by the 
Most High. 

Repeatedly Tung brought his old mother to be 
examined, hoping each time that she might be re- 
ceived into the church. It seemed as if she could 
not undefstand enough of the “Teaching” to justify 
the foreign pastor in baptizing her. In answer to 
a vital question, she would reply: “Shepherd, I don’t 
know what you mean. I-don’t understand’ that point. 


(Continued on page 386) - 
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death of the Rev. S. B. Rohold removes-a shin- 
ing figure from the ranks of Jewish Christian- 
ity. Mr. Rohold’s father was for fifty years a promi- 
nent rabbi in Jerusalem. His first contacts with 
Christians came in a lonely corner of the Garden 


(Cees tthe Rev Christian Biography.—The 


’ of Gethsemane, where he secretly met with two such. 


In 1898 he went to England, learned the printer’s 
trade in an institution for Jewish converts, and set 


‘ type for a part of Bergmann’s first Yiddish Bible. 
+ Later he became, after training in Scotland, a’ Pres- 


byterian minister. In 1913 he organized the first 

istian synagogue in ‘Toronto. His missionary 
work in his last: years extended to the Near East. 
He went on missionary journeys all over Northern 


Syria and Mesopotamia. 


He was a man of profound scholarship and active 
energy, being known all over Palestine, from Dan to 
Beersheba, and loved and venerated by all classes, — 
Jews, Druses, Moslems, and Christians, among whom, 
indeed, he often acted as peacemaker. His love for 
Israel was passionaté, and his labors on her behalf 
unceasing. Among. other outstanding results of his 
ministry was the organization of the Hebrew-Chris- 
tian Alliance. Not the least interesting thing in his 
life was his establishment, with others, of an Annual 
Summer Conference for the Deepening of the Spir- 
itual Life among Greek priests. He had the full con- 
fidence of the Greek church and the Patriarch even 
conferred on him Knighthood of the Grand Cross and 
the Star of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Arthur Tylee, who, with his daughter and a mis- 
sion associate Miss Kratz, suffered a martyr’s death 
in the distant recesses of Brazil, was educated at 
Amherst, the Harvard Law School, and the Uni- 
versity of Besancon. His missionary preparation was 
in ‘the Moody Bible Institute. Miss Kratz was a 
graduate cf Coe College and the Moody School. She 


_ was also « graduate nurse. 


This little group, which included Mrs. Tylee (who 
escaped death), chose one of the most difficult fields 
i inable, — work among the Nhambiquaras Indians 
of Brazil. They made their way through hundreds 
of miles of primeval fafest, lived in mud_ huts, and 
were forced to eat the “most monotonous and unsat- 
isfying food. Their mail reached them seldom more 
than once in a year. The natives were inert, irre- 
sponsible, and brutal. The language had never been 


. reduced to writing. 


The missionaries ministered to the sick among those 


.. they had come to serve, but an epidemic of pneumonia 


excited the superstitious fears of the Indians, and the 


. witch doctors were only too ready to fan the fire. 
. The result was a massacre. The bodies of the slain 
’ lies buried at Juruena, the mission station five hun- 


dred miles from the nearest ‘railway, awaiting the 
voice of the archangel and the trump of 
Mission Schools.—A mission secretary, writing in 
World Dominion, challenges the practice of giving 
eneral education as an auxiliary in mission work. 
ti: study of his Board’s appropriations in China, or 


» father a part of China, during the years 1920-30, for 
» educational ‘salaries alone (apart from all cost’ of 


buildings) shows an expenditure of $600,000. The 
result? “I have been interested in trying to find out,” 


* he writes, “how many Christian leaders there are at 
. present in our dozen churches who may truthfully 
« be said to bé real indigenous leaders and the products 


of our own mission schools. The total number is 

just three. Yet thousands. of students have passed 

through our schools during the past sixty years.” 
The lists of mission-trained students, prominent in 


' public and educational life, do not count much since 


such men might well have attained to positions of serv- 
ice and honor even though educated elsewhere. This 
secretary rightly says: “Such a fruitage after all our 


| efforts these many years calls for sackcloth, and ashes 
- and much prayer.” 


It may be that it is of the Lord’s hand that the 


« Chinese government’s attitude toward such schools is 


unfriendly and restrictive. Certainly any change of 
emphasis in missions from educational to evangelistic 
policies would go a long way to solve the problem 
of Neo-Unitarianism on the mission field. 


The forum at the American Board Meeting at 
Madison ought to open eyes concerning much that is 
going on in the mission field. Mr. Stephen C. Pea- 
body, coming back from China, expressed his. “irre- 
pressible desire” to share the best he had with the 
best the Chinese had. “For example, take ancestor 
worship. There are elements in this we can build 
on just as the Christian religion was built on the old 
truths of the Jewish race.” Others emphasized this 


—~ 


same opinion, and Dr. Aldén Clark is quotéd as say- . 


mg that “the old motive would hardly get one mis- 


Sionary today from the schools, certainly not for the © 
The terms “heathen and salvation” ' 


American Board. 
were said to have lost caste, President’ Palmer of 
the Chicago Theological School thought that lassi- 
tude in mission interest was largely due to “a. mis- 
taken idea that missions imply a sense of superiority 
and a corresponding condescension toward other peo- 
ple.” Mr. Paul Hutchinson ef The Christian Century, 
who was trained in the’ National Bible Institute and 
used to evangelize on’ New York streets, explained 
that we no longer believe in a magic way to future 
bliss, and that we are no longer sure of our interpre- 
tation of the terms “God” and “Christ.” 


The slogan for the new day to take the place of . 


the outworn “Evangelization of the World in This 
Generation” is, according to Dr. Alden Clark, mis- 
sion secretary, “The Permeation of the World by the 


Spirit of Christ.” “We do not want to foist mission- — 


aries on any land. We want to be friends.” And this 
friendship would be attained by recognizing the at- 
tractiveness of the religions of heathenism in so far 





A Scientist and the Bible 


Sir J. Ambrose Fleming, a man who holds 
the highest honors and degrees in the scien- 
tific world, the inventor of the thermionic 
valve that has made wireless telephony 
possible, gave testimony to his Biblical faith, 
at a public meeting last winter, He said: 


“We are assembled to bear united and 
emphatic testimony to our conviction that 
the ancient and wonderful literature we call 
the Bible is not the product ef the unaided 

~ human intellect, as‘some would have us be- 
lieve, but is assuredly and most certainly in 
a special sense a divinely inspired literature. 
These sacred writings, though coming to us 
through men, are not solely the work of men, 
but are a communication to us from the 
Creator of the universe, infallible in all that 
concerns the state, the salvation, and the 
destiny of mankind. 


“It is not simply a treatise on abstract 
theology ; far less is it a mere collection of 
biographies and histories; but it is before all 
things a practical guidebook to teach us how 
we may obtain God’s great gift of eternal 
life through his beloved Son. To do this 
we need to make an experiment, an experi- 
ment of faith, If that experiment is to be 
fruitful of results, it must be based not on 
the shifting sands of human speculation but 
on the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture.”’ 


Professor Fleming has recently teceived 
the Duddell Medal of the Physical Society. 
In_ handing it to him, Professor Eddington 
declared that his discovery of the valve had 
resulted in one of the greatest influences that 
that science had: exerted on the’ individual. 














as they are attractive. It was interesting, however, 
to learn that Dr. Clark; “though called a Liberal on 
the field, was sometimes made ashamed by the way he 
saw men, who were dubbed Fundamentalists, get down 
and win Brahmans whom he never touched by his 
intellectual approach.” One does not wonder that one 
Modernist professor should have called attention to 
the fact (and rejoiced in it) that, while the old Board 
meetings represented a downpouring from above, this 
meeting at Madison was an upheaval from below, He 
may truly have said more than he realized. 


Theodore Parker was a Unitarian, but he had lit- 
tle sympathy with the paradox-vendors of his sect. 
“There are comparative religions, but Christianity is 
not one of them,” he said. Professor Harnack of 
Berlin University had so little in common with the 





opinions that are now prevalent in the management 
and field personnel of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions that he strenuously 
opposed even the establishment of a chair for the study 
of the history of religions in the theological faculty 
in his university. He said at the time (190%) : 
“There is only one religion which was. revealed. from 
God. Mohammedanism, . Confucianism, Buddhism, 
Brahmanism, and other so-called religions are the .in- 
ventions of men. One has come down from Heaven; 
the others are of the earth, earthy. ‘One is a divine 


_ revelation from the Creator of the umiverse, the others 


are moral philosophy, The theological department of 
this -university was established by the .government to 
train men for the ministry. The Bible, the inspired 
word of God, is the “only necessary textbook. It con- 
tains enough of truth and knowledge to employ. stu- 
dents during their Irfetime, and it would. be better for 
them to stick to it rather than waste their strength 
and time in the study of other creéds which'can be of 
no use whatever to them. If theologians’ or studénts 
have curiosity to know what has-been taught by im- 
posters and the inventors of false religions, they can 
do so in connection with the department ‘of history or 
philosophy.” 


Mr. Hutchinson of The Christian* Century, who has_ 
* been quoted in the previous paragraph, was for some 


time associated with the Methodist mission in China. 
But does he speak with authority? The Bookman for 
October, 1930, thinks not, and warns us against giving 
undue weight to his utterances. For, when he de- 
scribes Christian literature in Chinese as “colorless 
and anzmic,” it replies tartly: “We make bold to 


‘ say that Dr. Hutchinson never read a single volume of 


any literature in Chinese, with the possible exception 
of the primer he studied during the few months he 
was attending the language school in Nanking. Com- 
mon courtesy would have dictated a becoming modesty 


_ in criticizing books which he is unable to read.” 


In a bulletin of Princeton Theological. Seminary, 
under the caption of “On the Campus,” we are told 
that “a revision of the curriculum of the seminary 
is now in progress, developing a more extensive group 
of courses which will maintain the historic: Reformed 
Faith while taking cegnizance. of modern movements 
of thought in relation to theology.” . This sounds dis- 
turbing, not to say ominous. Is it the thin edge of 
the wedge at Princeton? 

Certainly the thick end is to be seen in the decision 
of the Massachusetts court. that virtually turns the 
Andover eridowments over to Newton Theological 
Seminary, a seminary whose professors declare their 
inability to take the tests required by the Andover 
Constitution. Unitarians often say of Unitarianism 
that it means “all wool and a yard wide.” Very 
true! but it is other people’s cloth! One regrets that 
Newton should follow the Harvard Unitarian-prece- 
dent in the Andover matter. It is hard to see how 
there-can be any blessing of God upon such action. 
““The Wendel millions represent the unearned incre- 
ment on New York real estate from the days of the 
early investments of John Gottlieb Wendel, partner 
of John Jacob Astor. Their distribution will aid vari- 
ous hospitals and charities. The thirty-five shares 
of $500,000 each which goto Drew Theological Semi- 
nary may well intrench there a more or less unevan- 
gelical Modernism and the equally gigantic amount 
assigned to the Nanking Theological Seminary, Nan- 
king, China, will not, we judge, strengthen the evan- 
— character of theological education in the Far 

st. : 


. Archbishop Aglipay is visiting this country, and 
a San Diego newspaper writes that “the Unitarian 
church will be host to this spiritual leader of Chris- 
tian Filipinos, who founded and ‘heads the Independent 
Church of the Islands. He. will: make a tour of the 
Pacific Coast, accompanied by Dr. Joy, President of 
the American Unitarian Association, who comes from 
Boston to meet the Philippine primate.” 

There was a time when Aglipay was a devout seeker 
of Christian truth, and the Rev. Eric Lund, a pioneer 
missionary in the Philippines; writes me of an inter- 
view that he had with him at the time. Mr. Lund 


admonished. him that if he did not base his work of 


reformation on the Word of God it would come to 
nothing, insisting that he must be. in intimate contact 
with God himself so as to be inspired and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. This interview ended with both 
on their knees in prayer. Shortly after there was 


a notable enthusiasm for the diffusion of the Gospel- 


among the Aglipayans. 
Unfortunately Aglipay fell under the influence of 
a Filipino freethinker, educated in Germany, and a 


¢ 











nae 








—_~ 


he OP LEON» CML AIG IAE THATS CS 





Lesson-for* July 26 


recent miriute that Archbishop Aglipay has handed 
to the press opposing religious instruction in the 
schools, is due possibly to this man. In this -paper 
he declares that the Bible was the production of the 
ignorant centuries and that moderns have long. got 
beyond it. Of our Lord he says: 

“He suppressed the saving law that men must work 
six days of the week, and we know that work is the 
means God has given us to obtain honorably the means 
of satisfying our needs. Jesus Christ also patently 
preached vagrancy, giving the assurance that we should 
not worry about the morrow. He declared that he 
did not condemn the adulterous woman and let her 
go free, and put as example of a good administrator 
the one who robbed his master for the benefit of the 
master’s debtors.” After more of the same sort he 
says, “I maintain before God that it would: be highly 
unpatriotic to introduce in our schools the teaching of- 
the Christian religion.” 

It is appropriate enough that Unitarians should 
sponsor the American visit of this repudiator of Chris- 
tian teaching, but this being their attitude, why 
should they be so eager to identify themselves with 
the enterprises and organizations of American Chris- 
tianity ? 

The National Church of Czecho-Slovakia has fallen 
into similar skepticism, and this is without doubt the 
reason the Unitarians held their last Free Religious 
Congress at Prague. It is, however, doubtful whether 
pts success will follow either maneuver. 


Gandhi may, on second thought, temporize and pare 
down his earlier utterance, but what he said about 
Christian missionaries in India is in the Times of 
India for March 23, 1931, for keeps: “Asked if he 
would favor the retention of American and other for- 
eign: missionaries when India secured self-government, 
Mr. Gandhi replied: ‘If instead of confining them- 
selves to purely humanitarian work and material serv- 
ice to the poor they limit their activities as they do 
at present to proselytizing by means of medical aid, 
education, etc., then I would certainly ask them to 
withdraw. Every nation’s religion is as good as any 
other’s. Certainly India’s religions are adequate for 
her peoples. We need no converting spiritually.” 

Bishop Badley printed in the same newspaper for 
April 13 the following spirited and sensible reply: 

“Mr. Gandhi when he gets swaraj will ask us to 
leave India. How can an Indian say that? Cleanse 
our villages, wash our sores, heal us of our sicknesses, 
rid us of the rag, the fly, and the vermin, promote our 
health and comfort, but do not give us spiritual re- 
generation. I must tell Mr. Gandhi that no govern- 
ment invited us to preach Christ in India. We have 
been commissioned by Jesus Christ, and no- govern- 
ment on earth can drive us out. Inspired by the love 
of the Lord Jesus we have left our homes and the 
good bracing climate of our countries and have come 
to live, work, and die with you, and no one can send 
us away.” 


Miss Mayo’s “Volume Two” will go far toward 
exploding the Gandhi myth, and indeed the Hindu 
myth in- general. ‘Gandhi protests against various 
English molehills and is silent regarding the Hima- 
layan iniquities of Brahmanism. He would protect 
overworked women in mills “with adequate provision 
for leave during maternity periods.” Well and good, 
even if the quoted words are chiefly for American 
consumption! But his program has no word to say 
of the millions of little girls who are turned over 
to sleek and lustful old men,—no word of sympathy, 
no -promise of help. Here is an evil that might 
well shake a real man out of passive into active re- 
sistance. The Age of Consent Commission, whose 
evidence is summarized in “Volume Two,” exhibits a 
state of things little better than in the “cities of the 

lain” before their deserved destruction. Brahmanism 
teaches that, before a girl is married, she is unfit for 
salvation and has no soul: that, if puberty should over- 
take her before marriage is accomplished, her dear- 
est on earth, her father and mother, are doomed to 
the torments of hell. Why does Mr. Gandhi not de- 
nounce this lying nonsense? 

Thirty million girls in India are married before 
fourteen, according to the report of this committee, 
and of these 2,350,000 before the age of nine. The 
latest census figures (1921) show a recorded total of 
233,002 girls married or widowed under the age of 
five years, and this is probably understatement. 

The physiological and psychiatrical effects of this 
barbarous treatment of girls is appalling. One can- 
not think of any open sore of the world that festers 
so grievously. Yet it has the sanction of the highest 
Hindu religious authority. The Brahmanic law of 
marriage, according to the High Court of Calcutta, 
affirms that: 

“If a child is married before the sixth year of life, 
her parents go to a first class heaven; if between the 
sixth and ninth year, to a second class; if between 
the ninth and eleventh, to hell!” 

The end of the British Raj in India would, humanly 
speaking, mean the end of any hope of betterment. 
It would eternalize this running sore. Mr. Gandhi 
knows this well enough. When will the Gandhi 
rooters in America see it and withdraw from him 
their vociferous support? When will they see that 
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such. articles in Gandhi’s proposed Constitution for 
India as Article 5, which pledges “equal rights of 
all citizens with no civic bar on account ‘of sex” is 
meaningless, in the light of the Report Miss Mayo 
has summarized? Unless, indeed, its true meaning 
is to serve as bait to catch the aforenamed American 
support | 


Shall Make Her Desolate and Burn Her With Fire. 
—The church of Russia used exile, cold, privation, 
and imprisonment against God’s dear children, the 
Stundists, in the last half of the last century, and it 
has been just these things that have now been meted 
out to that church in full measure. But not a single 
church building in Russia has been burned! In Spain 
fire was the weapon par excellence of. persecution. 
The Norwegian correspondent of: Aftonposten, the 
great Christiania daily, reported in 1910 going into 
a Barcelona monastery with the mob and seeing in 
the sub-cellar, sheet-steel beds with gas jets under 
them! Now much of Spain’s church property, is 
going up in a vast auto-da-fé, but without, thank 
God, any smell of burning flesh. The five thousand 
monasteries and convents of the land have cast out 
their terrified inmates, and priests in Madrid are 
moving about in civil costume. The Jesuits are hud- 
died together at Bilboa awaiting expulsion. So do 
long-delayed judgments come. 

In this case, we can truly say that Spanish Cath- 
olics have been “sinners above all.” Covetousness 
and cruelty have been the outstanding traits of their 
church, One-third of the property of the nation is 
in priests’ hands. It is said that the historian St. 
Hilaire was converted to Christianity by reading in 
the Spanish archives of the fortitude of evangelical 
Christians under torture of rack and fire. Only this 
year, the annual report of the National Bible Society 
of Scotland mentions the case of a colporteur whom 


a Spanish priest attempted to burn alive in a charcoal 


burner’s oven. : . 
The Manchester Guardian’s correspondent mentions 
that, in certain of the destroyed monasteries, —two 





Protestantism Growing 





in Italy 


A considerable movement toward Protes- 
tantism is reported from Italy. “The Wes- 
leyan church in Italy has now about a 
hundred centers with thirty Italian ministers, 
of whom seven are ex-priests. Since last 
Christmas there has been a mass movement 
to evangelical Christianity in the village of 
San Sabastiana in the Abruzzi hills, Prac- 
tically the total population of fifteen hun- 
dred souls has gone over to the Wesleyans, 
and other viliages are coming in. It is a 
spontaneous movement among the people 
which all the efforts of Rome to hinder have 
proved unavailing. “The whole position,” 
writes the Rome correspondent of the Glas- 
gow Herald, “is one of extreme interest and 
importance and more will be heard of it.” 











at least, —great masses of bonds and bank notes 
were discovered, 

The Minister of Finance of the new Republican 
government is proud of the fact that he received his 
education in the evangelical school at Bilboa. It is 
interesting to learn that the French Society for the 
Evangelization of Spain has accepted a gift of 5,000 
copies of Professor Alexandre Westphal’s “Jesus of 
Nazareth” in Spanish translation for immediate cir- 
culation in Spain. 


Jubilation Among Spanish Protestants.—While 
the Pope is denouncing religious liberty in Spain, 
Spanish Christians are rejoicing in the new day.. Le 
Christianisme prints selections from a sermon of Pas- 
tor Cabrera, delivered in the evangelical church Bene- 
ficienca after the announcement of the Republic. He 
recalled the fact that Spanish Protestants have been 
considered citizens of the lowest class “to whom bread 
and water were refused when it was possible so to do. 
You recall all the abuses committed upon the Spanish 
evangelicals in the villages. How many persons weary 
of superstition and church tyranny have shown their 
sympathy for our religious ideas, yet, in spite of their 
love for the Gospel of Christ, have been unable to 
take the decisive step because of the ‘what would 
they say’ of parents and relatives. And those who 
have had the courage to lift high the flag of the 
Gospel, — how much bitterness have they had to un- 
dergo; how many tears to shed! 

“What could we hope from a monarchy in submis- 
sion to the Jesuits, the real rulers of Spain? What 
could we await from a monarch who offered ‘his 
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sword to the Pope for thé extermination of heresy? 
It is the monarch who has made us republicans. Those 
who’ have ‘established the Republic can count on our 
constant prayers. We must work to make a greater 
Spain from the spiritual point of view. Our war 
cry must be ‘Spain for Christ.’ Let us, then, work 
in accordance with our prayers by an enthusiastic 
propagation of our holy religion to the end that our 
nation may become one which ‘shall follow in Christ's 
steps, which shall distinguish itself for its piety, its 
love, its obedience, its righteousness, its material and 
spiritual prosperity, its prestige among the nations, 
and for the patriotism of its children.” 

And while Spanish Christians are exulting, the apos- 
tate queen of Spain is seeking the shelter of Protestant 
England. It is just a quarter of a century (March 
7, 1906) since she kaceled before a Roman Catholic 
bishop and “with hands on the Holy Gospels” declared 
her sincere conversion “knowing that no ohe can be 
sayed without that’ faith which the Holy Catholic 
Apostolic Roman Church holds,” - which, of course, 
meant that all her Protestant countrymen and rela- 
tives were lost eternally! “With a sincere heart I 
detest and abjure every error, heresy, and sect op- 
posed to the said Holy Roman Church.” 

This Spanish queen’ was named Victoria. Eugenie 
after her grandmother, the English queen, and Eugenie, 
the Empress of France, her godmother. It was 
Eugenie whose influence gave her her impulse to 
Catholicism, the Eugenie who egged France on to 
war on Protestant Prussia in 1870, and herself had 
to take refuge in Protestant England after the down- 
fall of the Third Empire. 


American Notes.—The late Thomas F. Ryan, 
Wall Street financier, left $305,000 to the priests of 
a certain Roman Catholic church, the income of which, 
a thousand dollars a month, was to be applied to pay 
for “spiritual benefits to be perpetually received by 
him.” The only inference is that Mr. Ryan expected 
his stay in purgatory would be “perpetual.” 

The Morehead Company of Milwaukee has pub- 
lished an American Missal, or Mass Book, for use 
in Episcopalian churches. It states that this service 
will provide “for a more liberal and more catholic 
provision of commemorations of saintly men and wo- 
men .. . additional ceremonies for Candlemas, Ash 
Wednesday, etc., and votive masses.” Its additions 
to the prayer book.of the Episcopal church will, we 
are told, “follow the common tradition of Western 
Catholic Christendom,” that is presumably, of the 
Roman Church. 

Relief work in Philadelphia has helped to feed 
eleven thousand children in the public schools. This 
has been led by Quakers, who have provided eighty 
of the volunteer workers. The expense has been 
$25,000. In the unemployment relief organized by 
Philadelphia Friends, thirteen thousand men have 
secured work and some $30,000 spent. Chicago 
churches have found jobs for five thousand persons in 
three months and raised $400,000 for unemployment 
relief. Nearly a hundred churches made reports to 
the Federation of Churches of relief work done. 
Truckloads of food and clothing were collected by 
many, in addition to substantial money contributions. 

Charles Smith, head of the American Association 


.for the Advancement of Atheism, was the son of 


Methodist parents in Oklahoma, and was educated 
for the ministry. He says that the study of evolution 
at the state university and at Harvard led him into 
atheism. Evolution is, in his judgment, the choicest 
weapon with which to destroy the churches. 


Brief Notes.—Siam has lately destroyed more than 
five million dollars worth or opium dross, dumping it 
into the sea rather than to have it sold to its citizens. 
. . » New York Jews have pledged themselves to buy 
over nine thousand acres of land in Palestine at a 
cost of $800,000. This colony will be called Nachlath 
New York. .. . Dr. Robert Eisler pretends to have 
discovered an “uncensored Josephus,” which explains 
the resurrection on the postulate of a twin brother 
of Jesus, resembling him in every detail, who imper- 
sonated him after he had been crucified and buried. 
This may well be the last “rationalistic” explanation 
of the resurrection. One can hardly think of another 
which has not been suggested. .. . Dr. m of 
Kalipong, India, the new Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland, is the founder of St. Andrew’s Homes. 
Here in forty-five buildings, twenty being cottages, 
are housed 630:children of mixed Hindu. and British 
blood. It is a veritable children’s city.... A large 
farm of 120 acres of well-cultivated land, with church 
building’ seating 600, school building and several resi- 
dences, located outside the city of Tamingfu, China, 
has been given to the Bethel Mission, Shanghai. It 
will be used as an orphanage and as a place for sum- 
mer Bible conferences under Chinese leadership. . . . 
The only speaker at the funeral of the late- Nathan 
Strauss was a Christian layman, Professor William 
Lyon Phelps of Yale. The Evangelical Christian of 
Toronto gives reasons for believing that Mr. Strauss 
was a secret believer in Christ, and tells.us that the 
late Sir Alfred Mond (Lord Melchett) was a mem- 
ber of an evangelical church, although a Jew by birth. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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From Medicine Faker to Personal Worker 
(Continued from page 383) 


All I know is that Jesus is my Saviour and that 
he died for my sin, which is very great.” Finally, 
cautious as I have always tried to be, and conscientious 
in the matter of assuring myself that a candidate 
realizes the vows he is taking, I had not the heart 
longer to withhold baptism from her. Later the 
oldest brother began to meet with us, and ultimately 
was baptized. Still the self-willed (and, I believe, 
demon-possessed) second brother, who was envenomed 
in heathen passion and prejudice, avoided the foreign 
pastor as if he were the plague. When I arrived, he 
disappeared. Never had I set eyes upon him. This 
strong personality had set himself —oh, so futilely — 
against the strong Son of God; but, happily, later he 
was to be broken in his opposition. 

In the meantime, Mr. Tung, twice-born medicine 
man, desired to establish a Christian school in his 
native town. He dared not do it, however, on his 
own property, even if he had been possessed of the 
necessary space of yard and rooms. So he persuaded 
the village headman to let: him put it in the village 
temple; yet, after so doing, he dared not proceed 
further with the enterprise, because of .the insane fury 
of the second brother. However, Tung and I prayed 
on; and the time came when, in a near-by village, 
we established a church, As charter members, some 
one hundred and fifty Christians were received into 
that church — scattered believers, all; and among them 
was this second bfother, subdued of the Spirit. There 
were many intereSting experiences, inspiring episodes, 
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in connection with the establishment of this church; 
but no single one was more heartening than to see 
this once li hai (“fierce”), but now humble man, 
kneeling in the courtyard of that church building ; and, 
in the presence.of many witnesses, receiving baptism. 

So far as men could see, the beginning of all this 
came when brother Number Two began furtively to 
sneak into the household meetings in that donkey 
stable; but I knew the origin of it was when the 
Holy Spirit taught his Cornelius-like brother,, Tung 
the ex-faker, the truth that had transformed his own 
life: “If ye seek anything according to his will, he 
ws hag you.” Certainly Tung travailed in prayer for 
souls. 

At first, brother Number Two, as an inquirer, 
looked uncomfortable, not to say scared, at -his ven- 
ture. He certainly was drawn in against his will, 
by the power of prayer; but he soon learned that the 
foreign shepherd was not an ogre to be feared; rather, 
that he wished him well, He came repeatedly to these 
meetings in his own yard, till one day, most unexpect- 
edly to me, he made bold to ask to be examined. From 
that time it was possible to establish a Christian school 
in that village temple, and to see the children of the 
heathen neighbors gathered into it. Then the Gospel 
began to figure as a power in that region. And, 
humanly speaking, the medicine man was the immediate 
factor in it all. 

It was joy, now, to see the villagers eageriy wel- 
come us and even come out of the village to meet 
us; but greater. still to see the soul-development of 
this young Cornelius, and, greatest of all, to see his 
wild brother subdued of the Spirit. 

TsINAN, SHANTUNG, NortH CHINA. 
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New England’s Spiritual Death—a 
Call to Revival. 





By J. Elwin Wright 

















F2* a generation, a majority of the communities 
in New England have been slipping into a state 
of spiritual apathy that is appalling. Indeed, the situ- 
ation mig Ys easily be considered nearly hopeless but 
for the united prayer of the remnant of believers who 
are the spiritual salt in nearly every community, and 
who regard ‘the present apostasy as a challenge that 
calls for aggressive and united effort for God’s king- 
d 


om. 

There are eight hu:.dred closed churches, scores of 
towns without a single church service, still going 
churches that have abandoned the Sunday evening 
service, then the mid-week prayer service, and now 
in some cases are combining the Sunday-school with 
the Sunday morning service and holding this at nine 
o'clock; so that there will be less interference with 
the pleasures of the day. 

Persistent propaganda against mass evangelism, and 
the substitution of door-bell-ringing campaigns to get 
members on any condition, have filled the churches 
with dead wood which makes spiritual work more 
and more difficult. I know of communities that have 
been without revival for so many years that even the 
oldest inhabitants do not remember a spiritual awak- 
ening within their lifetime. 

In Vermont, one of the most spiritually destitute 

f the New land states, the much advertised 
‘Vermont Plan” of federating several weak churches 
to make one strong one has been worse than a failure 
in most cases, although Modernist leaders would be slow 
to admit it. The usual result has been that the federated 
church is drawing fewer worshipers than formerly 
attended each of the churches thus amalgamated. In 
most instances the change has placed the liberals se- 
curely in the saddle. ~ 

I know of counties in Vermont where less than four 
percent of the population attend any Protestant church 
regularly. In one city the total church attendance 
for*a week averages about 300 and the sale of movie 
tickets 13,500. 

The pastor of'a Congregational church in a Mass- 
achusetts city wrote me recently that, after a deter- 
mined effort on the part of eight.evangelical pastors 
to interest their official boards in a city-wide evangel- 
istic campaign, not one pastor could get the support 

his men. As a result of this lack of spiritual in- 
terest, three pastors have resigned and several more 
are contemplating the same move. 

f the 7,000-ordained ministers residing in New 
England, it is safe to say that not more than 1,000 
would definitely take their position as believers in 
the deity of Christ, his atonement for sin, and the 
authority of the Scriptures. Of this number, a large 
proportion have lost their vision.and. are discouraged. 

So much for the debit side. .On the credit side of 
the situation there is.much room for encouragement. 
There are several schools, in New England turning 
out each year scores of young men and women true 
to the faith. These are finding their way into neglected 
communities and kindling the fires again on the altars. 


In several sections churches have turned again to the 
old faith after many years-of modernistic teaching. 

In one community a Congregational church was per- 
suaded to call a young man’ of much faith and real 
tact. Within four years he had won his church for 
Christ without.a@ split, and when he resigned they 
immediately. sought and found,a man who preached 
the fundamentals of the faith. 

It has been my privilege during the last two years 
to direct a movement among the churches of -New 
England to restore them to the simplicity of the Gos- 
e of Christ. This movement is known as the New 

gland Fellowship Conference, and now numbers 
about four hundred pastors among its. supporters. 
Twenty-two denominations are represented on the Ad- 
visory Council. 

An annual conference of New England pastors has 
been established at which a large number meet for 
fellowship, prayer, and inspiration. One pastor went 

from this to confess his failure to his people. 
Although his ministry had been fruitless before, ‘he. 
reported fifty-five conversions in the succeeding two 
months. Another pastor was encouraged to enlist 
his ‘people in a revival campaign, and in spite of the 
depression they have been able to dispense with the 
$300 aid they formerly received from the state con- 
vention, Many other pastors have gone back to their 
pulpits with a new message and a new vision. 

The program for 1931 of the New England Fellow- 
ship Conferences includes the third annual Pastors’, 
Conference,-June 23-26; “a Confererice of Christian 
Laymen, June 27, 28; a camp for young women, July. 
6 to August. 24; and a Bible and Missionary Confer- 
ence, August 10-24. All these meetings will be on the 
grounds owned by the Conferences at Rumney, N, H., 
in the White Mountains. 

Also, a series of Regional Conferences will be held 
in each state during the spring and autumn, having 
opened with one at the Park Street Church in Boston 
in April. 

A very recent development is the agreement of 
twenty pastors in Boston and vicinity to ask their 
churches to vote to clear the calendar of all other 
matters on a certain evening of each month that they 
may gather in a mass meeting for united prayer for 
revival and an inspirational message. The organiza- 
tion of at least seven of these zroups of churches will 
be attempted this season, so that a circuit may be 
formed to which strong groups of Spirit-filled speakers 
may be sent on successive days each month. 

One important. part of the 1931 program is a survey 
of all the churches of New England to determine the 
spiritual condition of each community. This survey 
is now under. way, and the result is bound to be both 
interesting and_startling.. 

The evangelical .pastors of New England earnestly 
desire the prayers of believers everywhere in their 
effort. to set in motion a movement that shall result 
in a New-England-wide revival. 

Rumney, N. H. 
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When God Called an Evangelist 
to a New Ministry 


A Radio Story 
By O. R. Palmer 


ONTINUOUS and united prayer along the East- 
ern Seaboard had ascended to God that he might 
“revive his work in the midst of the years.” Out 
in the Middle West a busy evangelist, Theodore Els- 
ner by name, quite unknown to those who prayed, 
felt a “strange” constraining of the Lord. He was 
greatly burdened: in. prayer, but conscious it was the 
Lord who was speaking to him. Contrary to all hu- 
man judgment, to the advice of his friends, ‘he felt 
he must cancel all pending engagements and go to 
the Eastern Seaboard, and there God would make 
known to him a ministry into which he was to enter. 
It was to him a wilderness experience, but God is 
able to make the wilderness to blossom as the rose. 
It was in such a school that Abram, Moses, David, 
Paul, and many others learned to know and walk 
with God. Such schools are humiliating but salu- 
tary, and lessons are there learned of the leading and 
faithfulness of God which never can be learned. in 
the schools of-men. The evangelist burned bridges 
behind him, turned aside from friendly counsel, cut 
himself off from financial help, and, like Abram of 
old, went forth “not knowing whither he went.” 
Hedged in to God, with his-faithful wife, they. waited 
upon God for days. that he might give light in the 
darkness, and show to them his perfect will. 

Himself an ordained minister, with fruitful minis- 
try. in churches of various denominations, he now-felt 
the call of God to a non-sectarian. work where Jew 
and Gentile; Protestant and Catholic; saved and un- 
saved, could listen with unprejudiced minds, and be 
led to a real knowledge of the Lord. He was fur- 
ther constrained to visit Philadelphia; and to tell same 
Christian business men the vision. God had laid upon 
his heart. An interest was thus kindled which has 
continued and: intensified.. Later while driving from 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥., to Reading, Pa., he was stopped on 
the road and: moved to visit a church in Philadelphia 
of which he had been told by a Brooklyn friend. “He 
inquired of a policeman the location, attended-a Lord’s 
Day. service, and left without: making himself known. 
He was seeing “men as trees. walking.” 

A few days: later he was impelled to return and to 
visit the pastor .of the: church, and from this visit and 
united prayer his own. vision of the ‘leading of God 
was confirmed, and the way. opened for an evangelistic, 
non-sectarian radio ministry over WRAX_broadcast- 
ing station Philadelphia (1020 kilocycles): Every 
morning. for about four months; weekdays 9.30 to 10, 
Sundays 8 ‘to 9, he has carried on Gospel work, assisted 
by Murray Morford the Gospel singer, and others. 

Without soliciting funds, the prayer hearing and 
prayer answering God has sent in funds. to carry on 
the work, here a little, and there a little. The Lord 
has marvelously worked as his people have. continued 
in prayer. The Spirit of the Lord is ‘not straightened 
(Micah 2:7), but those who- believe the Lord. will 
net—revive his work in the: midst of abounding sin 
and apostasy -are straightened in themselves. 

This non-sectarian radio ministry is traveling over 
hill. and dale, reaching seven States, entering cities, 
towns, and homes in inaccessible places; where hard- 
ened sinners who seldom or néver darken the door 
of a church can listen in unseen by human eyes. 

It pierces stone walls, penetrates human hearts with 
a. remarkable record of the conversion of drunkards, 
gamblers, dope fiends, wayward husbands, wayward 
wives, and whole families saved. 

It enters a jail in a neighboring, county, brings a 
request for a family altar emblem, and a record -of 
thirty-five inmates expressing. a desire to know Christ. 

It. starts a stream of correspondence from far -and 
near, reaching as high as two-hundred cards.and let- 
ters in a single day, telling of answered prayers,.help 
received, restoration of backsliders, and the unsaved 
reached by the Gospel. 

It tells of. a spiritist tuning in-at her seances and a 
number of her. people finding, the Lord. 

It. brings sympathetic letters from Catholics and 
Protestants alike. 

It has aroused and encouraged pastors, and restored 
to church fellowship those who had grown cold. 

It has started seventy-five prayer groups in various 
churches. and communities, with reports of a kindled 
revival spirit. 

It. encourages the family. altar, and receives reports 
of one thousand, established- in two weeks’ time, three 
hundred where there were none previously. 

There is an undoubted need for a spiritual and moral 
awakening throughout the land, _Why not. ask our 
Lord that one of the broadcasting chains be constrained 
to put on such a ministry, even free of expense, to 
meet this need, and for the good which would be ac- 
complished. We solicit the prayerful interest of the 
readers of THe SuNnpay ScHoot Times. Further 
information: for those specially interested may. be had 
of the writer, or the evangelist, by writing to 1608 
West Allegheny Ayenue, Philadelphia. 27 
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JULY 26. CHRISTIANITY SPREAD BY PERSECUTION 
International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 7: §4 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26: 9-11; I Peter 4: 12-19 
Golden Text.— Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.— Rev. 2: 10 























The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 7:59 to 8:4; 11 : 19-21 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 


60 And he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin 
to. their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 


8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his 
death. And at that ‘time there was a 
great persecution against the church which 
was at Jerusalém; and they were all scat- 
tered abroad und throughout the regions 
of Judza and Samaria; except the apostles. 


' 2 And devout men carried Stephen to 
his burial, and made great lamentation 
over him. 


3 As for Saul, he made havock of the 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon the Lord, and saying; Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. 6 And ~he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice; Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 


8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his 
death. 
And there arose on that day’a great 
persecution against the church which was 
in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judza 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And 
devout men buried Stephen, and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But: Saul 
laid waste the church, entering into every 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


church, enteri into every house, and 
haling men and women committed them 
to prison. 


4 Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaching the 
word. 


1r: 19 Now they which were scattered 
abroad upon the persecution that arose 
about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, 
and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the 
word to none but unto the Jews only. 


20 And some of them were men of Cyp- 
rus and Cyrene, which; when they were 
come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. 


21 And the hand of the Lord was with 


them: and a great number believed, and 
turned unto the Lord. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
house, and dragging men and women com- 
mitted them to prison. 

4 They therefore that were scattered 
abroad went about ' preaching the word. 


11: 19 They therefore that were scat- 
tered abroad upon the tribulation that 
arose about Stephen travelled as far as 
Pheenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, speak- 
ing the word to none save only to Jews. 
20 But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were 
come to Antioch, spake unto the * Greeks 
also, * preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And 
the hand of the Lord was with them: and 
a great number that believed turned unto 
the Lord. 


1Gr., bring good tidings of. * Many 


ancient authorities read, Grecian Jews. 
See ch. 6: 1. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as.a Whole 
By J. Russell. Howden 
The Practical Aim. 


"E30 TEACH the duty and necessity of witness- 
ing for Christ. Compare Romans 10: 10. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 7: 59.—They stoned Stephen. Stoning was 
the punishment prescribed according to the Law for 
the offense of phemy (cf. Lev. 24: 14-16). We 
know. too little. to. say. whether the Sanhedrin were 
acting within. their. rights. or. not in putting Stephen 
to death. It would appear from John 18: 31 that the 
Jews had not legally the power of putting anyone to 
death, But here no.sentence is recorded, and perhaps 
the very violence and tumultuary character of t 
proceedings might have been held to constitute it not 
an encroachment . on power of the Roman pro- 
curator but..a .mere. popular outbreak. As such it 
might have been allowed to pass without notice. Per- 
haps, too,.the procurator was. absent from Jerusalem 
at this time. , Sometimes, the. procurators may have 
connived at some of the actions of the Sanhedrin. 
And the exact limits the authority of that body 
as opposed to that. of procurator were ill defined 
and. variable, eH é : ; 

Calling upon., There is no direct object to this 
verb. Our Authorized Version has inserted the word 
“God,” but..the proper words to insert from the con- 
text must clearly “the Lord Jesus”; so translate 
“calling upon the Lord Jesus, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” The verb “to call upon” is the 
peculiar word used of calling upon God for aid. The 
Lord Jesus was thus addressed without reserve as 


’ God.. With some. of the older classes this may need 


to be especially stressed. 
Receive. my spirit. Compare the prayer of our Lord 
on the cross (Luke 23: 46). 


Verse 60.—Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
Compare again Luke 23: 34. 
~ He fell asleep. The metaphor is common\to all 
peoples more or less, but it became the early Chris- 
tian term for death. Note the beautiful cadence of 
the last word of this chapter, whether in Greek or 
English, especially in contrast to the scene that has 
just been. described. 

Chapter 8:1—And Saul. From this time the nar- 
rative takes up Saul. At first there aré considerable 
interruptions, but from 13:1 the book follows Saul’s 
history altogether. The emphatic beginning of this 
verse is Luke’s way of calling attention to the entrance 
into the narrative of the man with whom it is to be 
mainly concerned. 

Samaria. This was the name of the district be- 
tween Judah on the south and Galilee on the north. 
Its capital was’ Samaria the “watch mountain.” The 
city of that name was originally built by Omri in 
0925 B.C. (1 Kings 16: 24): It was renamed Sebaste 


from a title meaning -venerable which was applied to. 


the Emperor Augustus. This name was given by 
Herod the>Great in the Emperor’s honor. Most of 
the Israelite inhabitants were carried away by Shal- 
manezer in 721 B. C..(2 Kings 17:6), and most of 
the remainder by Esarhaddon who replaced them by 
immigrants chiefly from ,.Babylon and Hamath (2 
Kings 17:.24). The mixed race (cf. Luke 17: 18) 
which subsequently grew up in Samaria were regarded 
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by the Jews with peculiar hatred (John 4:9). The 
mention of Samaria here introduces the next step in 
the dissemination of the Gospel in accordance with 
our Lord’s command (chap, 1:8). 

Except the aposties. No explanation is given as 
to why the apostles should have thus escaped from 
violence at this-time. Perhaps Stephen’s teaching was 
regarded by the outsider at all’ events as something 
to which the Church as a whole was not committed. 


Verse- 2.—Devout men. -Probably these were pious 
Jews, not yet converts, but men who had heard and 
admired Stephen. 


Verse 3.—He made havock. A very strong word 
implying not. only injury but insult. Haling is an 
old English form for “hauling.” Committed is in the 
imperfect tense. It. vividly describes the arrival at 
the prison of the successive batches of those who 
had been thus apprehended. 


Verse 4.—Therefore. This resumes the narrative 
from the end of verse 1 where it began to be inter- 
rupted by the parenthesis comprised in verses 2.and 3. 

Chapter 11: 19.—They which were scattered abroad. 
This verse is verbally identical with that in 8: 4. 
Chapter 8: 5-40 deals with events at Samaria arising 
out of the persecution which had broken out at Jeru- 
salem. Chapter 9g: 1-31 deals with another set of 
events as they affected Saul. himself. And chapter 
9: 32 to 11:18 recounts other circumstances in which 
Peter was the chief actor.. Here our attention is again 
definitely recalled to the persecution in order that we 
may trace the same causes operating in yet another 
direction and leading us straight to Antioch. This 
was the first great scene of Paul’s labors and the 
center from which he began those missionary journeys 
which occupy the rest of the Acts. 

About Stephen. On account of Stephen. 

Phenice.. This is properly the strip of coast about 
120 miles long extending from the River Eleutherus 





“Faithful unto Death” 
By Amos R. Wells 


ARTYRS of old! we glory in your glory. 

Proudly we read the stirring ancient story. 
Proudly we know what heroes once could be, and 
pray our times may equal honor see. Martyrs of 
old! we know your deadly sorrow, terrors today and 
anguish fer tomorrow, rage and pursuit of unrémit- 
tinz foe, prisons and tortures, — ah, how ‘well we 
know! Martyrs of old! we read what dooms were 
spoken, what homes were desolate, what hearts were 
broken; we see one woe to bitter woe succeed, and 
no one turning to your heavy need. And yet, O 
glorious martyrs! your enduring brought priceless 
blessings for the world’s securing, spread forth the 
truth of Christ from land to land, and won the 
liberties wherein we stand. As Stephen and his 
comrades left earth’s portals, they left as crowned 
and triumphing immortals, God’s blessing and the 
world’s on every head, and still they speak to us 
though they are dead: - Still we can hear their ear- 
nest voices crying: ‘* Eternal life ye cannot lose by 
dying. | Live ye with Christ or yield with Christ 
<< breath; yours is the life of life, the death of 
eath.”* 











to a little south of Tyre. It belonged at this time 
to the Province of Syria. Its principal cities were 
Tripolis, Byblos, Sidon, Tyre, and Berytos. It is 
a fertile territory beginning with the uplands at the 
foot of Lebanon and sloping to the sea: It. was dis- 
tinguished for its commerce from the earliest times. 

Antioch was situated on the River Orontes in a 
large fertile and well-watered plain about fifteen miles 
from the sea and the seaport town Seleucia. It was 
founded by ‘Seleucus Nicator, 300 B. C., who named 
it after his father Antiochus. In the immediate neigh- 
borhood was the celebrated sanctuary of Apollo called 
Daphne. It was the residence of the Seleucia kings 
of Syria. - : 

Verse. 20.—And some of them. More exactly, “But 
some. of them.” Most of the persecuted Christians 
were men still of narrow outlook. But some of them 
were different. They came from Cyprus and Cyrene. 
It is implied that the difference in their outlook was 
due under God to the difference in their origin. Cyprus 
is a well-known, large island in the northeast corner 
of the Levant. It measures 60 English miles in ex- 
treme breadth and 145 in extreme length. The area 
of Cyprus is 3,707 square miles, that is, it is about 
equal to the two counties of Norfolk and Suffolk in 
England, or a little less than the State of Massa- 
chusetts in America. From the earliest ages Cyprus 
occupied an important position both politically and 
commercially. It is often mentioned in Scripture un- 
der the term Chittim. 

Cyrene was the chief city in Libya in North Africa 
about halfway between Carthage and Alexandria. It 
was the capital of a small province corresponding to 
the modern Tripoli. It was a Greek city dating from 
631 B. C. It became an important center of the Jews 
of the Dispersion. One-fourth of the population was 
Jewish at the time of ‘our narrative. In the reign of 
Manasseh, Psametticus king of Egypt carried off many 
Jews and settled them in the district of Cyrene. 

Which. The word is an-emphatic compound. It 
means “who wefe the sort of men who.” It is inter- 
esting to connect these men of Cyrene with the mem- 
bers. of the synagogue of. the Cyrenians (chap. 6:9) 
who: had disputed with Stephen. It seems likely that 
some of. these men who had not been “able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit” by which Stephen spake 
bt oY had now themselves become preachers of the 

ord. 

Grecians. More exactly Greeks. Those were not 
the same as the’ Greek-speaking Jews referred to in 
6:1. These were Greeks by which Luke probably 
means Gentiles of any race, though no doubt Greeks 
predominated. The Gospel had now reached out from 
the Jews by way of the Samaritans to the Gentiles. 
Consciously or unconsciously these disciples were ful- 
filling the command of the Lord (1:8). 


A Lesson Outline 

1. Persecution. The Devil’s attempt to stop God’s . 
work. 

2. Proclamation. The message given tc more peo- 
ple in more widely scattered areas than before. 
Golden Topics 

1. Prosperity and persecution. Prosperity. brought 
grumbling. Persecution brought witnessing, 

2. The preachers. These were not the apostles but 


the rank and file of the Church. Witnessing for the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the responsibility and privilege 
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of .every Christian, and.should be his care and his 
ambition. 

3. The divine overruling of events. God did not 
allow his people to settle down in comfort in Jerusa- 
lem. If they had succeeded in doing so they would have 
become merely another Jewish sect, never a world-wide 
Church. Some of Stephen’s hearers and one time op- 
ponents had nobly caught his spirit. They observed 
that the Gospel was not for the Jews only. It was 
God’s great message for the whole world, and -without 
waiting for apostolic confirmation they acted on what 
Ged had shown them. 


Tunsrivce Wetts, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The. method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. Kin § are written by several members of 

The Stihday School Times staff, — Mr.’ Howden, Mrs. 

Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. ‘Smith, and an Associate 

Editor. of the Times, Mr.. Lane.: Have you tried assign- 

ing some of the questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT two verses in the sixth chapter of Acts fur- 

Y nish the key to Stéphen’s power, both in life and 

in death? 

2. What two statements just preceding the text of this 
lesson may easily account for the wonderful assurance 
and steadfastness of Stephen in his martyrdom? 

3. Quote two statements, — one made by our Lord, the 
other by Paul,— showing that any true Christian may 
have this same filling of the Holy Spirit and a spiritual 
vision of the Lord Jesus Christ, making them invincible 
for all occasions. 

4. What facts of Hebrew history can be learned from 
Stephen’s address before the Sanhedrin in Acts 7, that 
are given nowhere else in Scripture? 

5. What statement of Stephen’s concerning the giving 
of the law is confirmed in the Book of Hebrews? 

6. Show how Stephen started a line of teaching which 
Paul subsequently developed. 

7. What was the unvarying text of all the sermons 
preached by all these first Christians, whether their audi- 
ences were Jews or Gentiles? 

8. Who was the first ever to see the ascended Christ, 
as far as records reveal the facts? 

9. In contrast to the persecutions of the Church from 
without, in the days of the early Christians, how is Satan 
endeavoring in these days to undermine the Church’s 
found:tfons ? 

10. Quote a remark of Paul’s which indicates that as 
Saul of Tarsus, antagonizing the Gospel, he thought he 
was doing right. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on cn@ of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Just Wait.—Saul laid waste the church... . They 

. . scattered abroad went about. preaching (8:3, 4, 
R. V.}. In this Corner you find things old and things 
new, just as when we have to rig out the bride. Let’s 
see, how does it go? “Something old and something: 
new, something borrowed and something blue.” (You 
don’t see the “blue” in the Corner —ithat’s done by 
the Editor’s pencil, “to hold him down’!) The old 
one I am going to hang on you today is this: When 
a French inventor of a new religion for the new revo- 
lutionary France took it to Napoleon, the General 
said to him, “Now just go out and get yourself perse- 
cuted and killed for your new religion, and perhaps 
it will go.” You cannot mention a single good big 
thing that arrived in any other way than by the power 
of opposition. Crack ahead, I dare you! As I write 
they are celebrating Mr. Edison’s golden jubilee for 
his invention, Yet this very “Tom Edison” was 
kicked out of the Memphis telegraph office because 
“any fool would know you can’t send more than one 
message over the same wire at the same time.” How 
many do they send now? Poor old Goodyear and his 
“stinkin’ old rubber umbrella and galoshes” — and the 
street rowdies and the mud throwing. Fulton and his 
“tea kettle boat” — “why the very idear!” George 
Fox and his leather breeches and jail. General Booth 
and his “tin soldiers” and the lock-up. Henry Ford 
and his “gasoline buggy—he must be crazy — put 
money in it? not on your life!” One could write a 
companion chapter to the eleventh of Hebrews, but 
we will let you do it. We do not think the Sanhedrin 
was very smart. They considered “The Way” was a 
disease to be stamped out. Note how beautifully God 
overruled their wrath (Gen. 50:20; Psa. 76:10). 
Overruled not only for the spread of the Gospel but 
for the capture of the arch persecutor. Heaven had 
marked for its possession the prize of the herd. Never 
be disturbed when you see a “Saul” in operation. The 
killer of yesteryear will be witnessing for the Lord 
the present year. Happening all the time. 

Persecution a Good Thing.—They ... that were 
scattered abroad upon the tribulation ... . travelled 
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... far... speaking (11:19, R. V.).—“I am not in 
sympathy with the men who are running Russia, but 
if Christians were as good propagandists as the Com- 
munists they would, etc., etc.” Ever hear anything 
like that? “If Christians were as devoted to God 
as the Moslems are to their Allah they would, etc.” 
Ever hear anything like that? Well, we want to 
tell you that, as a matter of fact, Bolshevist and Mos- 
lem are simply the pootest kind of pikers when it 
comes to propaganda, in comparison with the Chris- 
tian Church. Folks, are so close to Christianity they 
can’t see it right. Russia and Arabia happen to be 
far away. “Distance lends enchantment to the view.” 
From this tribulation of the early Church to this day, 
and to the next tribulation, disciples and apostles have 
given their lives by the thousands for the spread of 
the Gospel. Now will some one stand up and tell us 
a single Bolshevist from Lenine down who has given 
his life for the propagaticn of ‘the belief and unbelief 
of that Communism? Will some one tell usa single 
Moslem who has laid down his life for the spread of 
Mohammedanism. The Moslems of the middle ages 
were ravaging the world for plunder and loot and ‘not 
primarily for religion. The religion was only a side 
issue. Just a holding of: the captured nations’ nose 
and making him swallow Moslem monotheism! From 
the very first the Church of Jesus Christ has given the 
lives of its best for spreading the “good news” of salva- 
tion from sin. Thereis nothing to equal a “stone pile” 
to make a good thing go. That is what knocks this 
wonderful young Jewish gentleman head over heels 
into the way! Brick. bats, dead animals, and stale 
vegetables should all be shown upon any monument 
erected to the memory of General Booth and his 
Salvation Army, for these are what made him. Perse- 
cution is an excellent fertilizer to make a good cause 
grow and blossom and bear fruit. The “odor” may 
not be narcissus extract, but the “nitrogen” goes right 
to th: roots (2 Cor. 11: 23-27). Read these and then 
take a look over the world. 


The Preacher’s Training Table.—And the hand of 
the Lord was with them (v. 21). ’Tis ever thus, 
and when you are asked to go about the Lord’s busi- 
ness just remember that Wonderful Hand. Just now 
many of my friends have the antique fever and are 
collectors. Well, here is another antique to go with 
that French one up there in the first paragraph. There 
was in London a great merchant noted for his ability 
to handle delicate matters. Queen Elizabeth sent for 
him and told him she had selected him for an im- 
portant mission to the Low Countries. “What will 
become of my business in these ticklish times if I 
have to leave it?” the merchant naturally inquired. 
Replied the Queen, “Thinkest thou, my dear sir, I am 
so poor and powerless a Queen that the business of 
my servant caf suffer when he is away upon my busi- 
ness?” That settled it, and then and there one of the 
great and rich noble families of England was started. 
This is exactly what God says to all of his “servants” 
(John 12:26; Matt. 25:21). No greater mistake is 
ever made by a man or woman than when an oppor- 
tunity to look after the Lord’s business in the “Low 
Countries” is turned down. There is honor and there 
is prosperity when the Lord’s business is diligently 
pursued without let-up. Now don’t all talk at once. 
I reckon I know more moneyless and “poverty stricken” 
(that’s their own characterization and not mine) 
preachers than you do. But how about the ‘poor 
preacher’s” family? Here are some of “the boys”; 
you can add others by the score. President Cleveland. 
President Wilson. Secretary Hughes, to represent 
statesmanship. In manufacturers, Dr. Edwin Wilbur 
Rice, Jr., of the General Electric Company. Dr. 
Burchard of the same company. President General 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 


1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: a1-2§ 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4 : 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9 : 36-30; a Cor. 9: 1-15 
4. July 26.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
5s. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1-31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim. 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.)...........seeeees Galatians 6: 1-10 
8. August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 218; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. r : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11, September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes. 6 : 10-20 
1a. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. a 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 


JULY 14, 1931 


Motors Slean.. Some one has printed a long list of 
prominent men whose fathers were ministers. I have 
it somewhere, but I cannot lay my hands on it at 
the moment or I would ask the Editor to print the 
names in a separate column. But Here’s the nub of 
the whole matter: That the boys may be made good, 
the preacher has to be kept poor. That is to say, the 
family must spend its formative days at the training 
table where “sweets” are cut out, and everybody has 
to “buckle down.” 


Coarmsvitie, Pa, 


Teaching by Objects 


By E£thel S. Low 





‘MazvERIAL: A dandelion. 











QW many times have you had to help dig these 
little dandelions out of the lawn? 

Or perhaps you intended to get rid of some dande- 
lions blooming on the lawn “before they went: to seed, 
but-you forgot it, and a wind came up and blew the 
tiny winged seeds all over the lawn,’ and now — well, 
if it hadn’t been for the wind, the seed would have 
fallen close: beside the: plant, and you would have had 
a little bunch of dandelion plants together, but now 
you have them all over the lawn, and each one is a 
new seed grower. 

Do you know that if there had been no persecution 
in Jerusalem, the early disciples would have been con- 
tent to stay right there, just one little bunch of be- 
lievers? But the wind of persecution spread them 
all over the world,.and each exiled Christian became 
the nucleus of a new group. 

Over and over again this same sort of scattering 
has occurred, thus helping to carry the Gospel to 
every land. 

The “blood of the martyrs” has always been “the 
seed of the Church.” 

Monpesto, Cat. ve 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

uccepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The erway § School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
oily desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


After the Lamps Are Out.—He .. . looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw... Jesus (Acts 7: 
55). It was part of the duty of an old lamplighter 
to extinguish the street lamps of a provincial town 
one hour before dawn. On one occasion he was ac- 
companied by a cynic. When they came to the last 
lamp, the cynic turned to his companion and said: 
“This lamp is like4Syour life—one moment in light, 
the next moment in dark. After death there is noth- 
ing, nothing but blackness.” “You are wrong,” re- 
plied the lamplighter. “After the darkness there comes 
the dawn of a new day.” Happy is the man who, 
like the old lamplighter, can look forward to the 
future, the great Beyond, with expectant eyes and 
unfaltering faith!—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Two Kinds of Suffering.—They stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God (v. 59). There is as much differ- 
ence between the sufferings of the saints and those 
of the ungodly as between bandages wherewith the 
tender surgeon binds his patients and the cords with 
which an executioner pinions a condemned malefactor. 
From Arrowsmith, in the Illustrator. Sent by B. B. 
Ajemian, Shemlan, Aley, Lebanon, Syria. 


How These Trees Were Planted.—Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad went every where preach- 
ing the word (8:4). At Dunkeld, in Scotland, is a 
high rock covered at the top with pine trees. At one 
time it was perfectly bare and so inaccessible that 
it seemed impossible to plant trees upon it. But a 
quantity of the seeds of pine and fir trees was placed 
in a tin canister and fired from a cannon to the top 
of the rock. The canister broke and its contents 
were scattered — and fell into the nooks and crannies. 
In process of time the seeds sprouted, and the bare 
place became covered with trees. So out of the “great 
persecution against, the church,” the cause of Chris- 
tianity spread throughout the world—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


The Lawyer’s Surprise.—Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every where preaching the 
word (v. 4). Some.years ago when I was speaking 
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_Lessun for July 26 








The Golden Text in Song 








Revelation 2: 10 : ’ 
ROBERT HARKNESS 






Be thou faith-iul un - to death, and. I will give thee a crown of life. 


as composer and 
Accompaniment, :o! 
value to many. He also publishes 


Be thou faith-ful un - to death, and I will give thee a crown of: life. 


Copyright; 1931, by Robert’ Harkness. International copyrig++ secured 


This musical setting of the Golden Text will, be welcome to superintendents, as it will 
make easy the memorizing of the Text by the whole school. Mr. Harkness, well known . 
ist, conducts a Home Study Correspondence Course in Sacred 
80 lessons, ae Coverias 12 musical subjects, which 
1 song book, * 
35 cents. His address is 1632 Huntington Drive, South Pasadena, California. 











can be of great 
‘Harkness Gospel Songs,” at 








in the city of Minneapolis, I. noticed down 
in the audience a young lawyer. . When 
the meeting was over I made my way 
to him and said: “Are you a Christian?” 
“Well, sir,” he said, “I consider myself 
a Christian.” I said, “Are you bringing 
other men to Christ?” He said, “No, 
that is not my business; that’s your busi- 
ness, I am not called to do that. I am 
called to practice ae you are called to 
preach the Gospel.” I said, “Look here.” 
Then I opened my Bible at Acts 8:4, 
and asked him to read, and he. read: 


“Therefore they. that were scattered |' 


abroad went every where preaching the 
word.” “Oh, yes,’ he said, “but these 
were the apostles.” I said, “Will. you 
be kind enough to read the first- verse 
of the chapter?” He read: 
all scattered abroad . . . except the apos- 
tles,” and “they that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaching. the 


word.” He had nothing more to say— |. 


From Dr. R. A. Torrey, Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Pressure of ‘Tuning.—Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which.is to try you, as though some 
strange thing: happened unto you: but 
rejoice (1 Pet. 4:12, 13). Sainthood 
springs out of suffering. It takes eleven 
tons of pressure on a piano to tune it: 
God will tune you to’ harmony with 
Heaven’s keynote if you will stand the 
strain— From The King’s Business. Sent 


by M. H. James, Toronto. 


When “Everything” Was Gone.—Be 
thou faithful unto death (Golden Text). 
A young business man who had been 
severely tested, and whose heart was 
again and again tempted to rebellion 
during the process of trial to which he 
was submitted, came to a Christian 

His motherless babes, two and 
five years old, clung one to either hand. 
Though stifl in his early thirties his hair 
was snow white from the hours of anguish 
through which he had passed. . An in- 
cote of twenty thousand dollars a ‘year 


_.-was gone, His. capital, too, was swept 
- away; . His home was gone, his car for 


sale, Stripped of everything but the two 


‘loved children, the big, broad-shouldered 


young father, towering over six feet, in 
the strength of a capable manhood, looked 
steadfastly at the worker, and said, “In 
looking back upon my sufferings, I find 
that God makes no mistakes.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


At the Roll Call. —Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life (Golden Text). It is said that, 
in Peru, a-custom is followed that is de- 
signed to honor Admiral Grau, Peru’s 
noblest naval hero, killed in battle off 
the coast of Chile. Always at roll call, 


‘Admiral Grau’s name is first called. An 


“They were | 


- & Prayer 
we thank thee for the faith-filled courage of 
:Church. We thank thee that thy Word has 





orderly steps forward and pointing up- 
ward answers, “Absent, but accounted for, 
He is with the heroes.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“The Saviour With Me.’ 

“The Son of. God Goes Forth to War.” 
“Onward, Christian. Soldiers.” 

“T. Will Trust Him.” 

“Stand Firm.” 

“Near the Cross.” 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
those who witnessed for thee in the early 


not been silenced by -persecution, but rather 
has been scattered with. its life-giving mes- 
sage and power. May we in our day be 
faithful in whatever time of crisis our lives 
may be cast. Grant that we may stand 
steadfast in the faith, and that even as 
stormy winds scatter fruit-bearing seed- over 
the fields and forest, so may the difficulties, 
and the opposition that we meet result in 
a spreading of thy Word of life. We ask it 
in the ‘name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
heard-anyone say that the day. of foreign 
missions is over? Have you ever heard 
anyone say that the difficulties in the for- 
eign field- are too great today? Well, 
some folks are talking in that way, but 
can’t you imagine that some of these 
leaders in the early Church would just 
quietly smile if they heard such talk, and 
say, “Yes, folks used to tell us that the 





GOD'S WORD 
NOT GQILENCED 
BUT OPREAD 


BY PERSECUTION 











way was too hard, and that we couldn’t 
accomplish much by what we were try- 
ing to do, but we went ahead just the 
same.” As we look back upon their work, 
don’t we see how opposition and perse- 
cution only resulted in scattering the dis- 
ciples of the Lord farther and farther 
into new fields of service where they 
preached the Word? No, the day of for- 
eign missions is not over. The difficul- 
ties are there, but God is there, and we 
must never forget the Lord Jesus’ prom- 
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unto the end of the world.” We may 
not always be comfortable and untroubled 
in the Lord’s service, but if we are driven 
about and persecuted, there is our oppor- 
tunity to spread the Gospel. Let us ask 
God to give us the courage to do as these 
brave Christians did in the early Church. 
The stronger the persecution, the stronger 
the preaching. Let us pray, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
(1) Who -were full of faith and the 

Holy Spirit. 

(2): Who ; suffered for the name of 

Jesus. 


(3) Who went everywhere preaching the 
Word 


AST week- we: studied -how. those first 

bearers of the Christian message car- 
ried it everywhere with them, and, by 
sharing all they possessed’ with one an- 
other, gave forth that message through 
their lives as well as by word of mouth. 
This week we see them bearing the Good 
News of Christ Jesus. by another method 
—the way of suffering for the Name 
they bore. These two ways of carrying 
the Gospel seem very different, but they 
had several characteristics in common. 
Your girls who are really reading this 
Book of the Acts can tell you what they 
are, for they shine out in the narrative 
unmistakably. Let’s look for some of 
them together. 


(1) First, we note that every messen- 
ger who was counted worthy to suffer 
for the beloved Name was “full of the 
Holy. Spirit” (note 6:5, 10, and 7:55, 
for imstance) } but back of that statement 
lies another, giving the condition upon 
which. this almighty Power was so 
granted to these messengers. Read Acts 
5:32, and hear: two of those first ones 
confessing that “we — and the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to. those whe obey 
‘Him — are Witnesses as to these things” 
(Weymouth). First of. all then, they 
were obedient to their divine Master (is 
not that a condition any girl of yours can 
meet?) and then they were empowered 
by the promised Spirit to bear testimony 
to their faith. 
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“God be merafut" 
fo me a sinner.” 
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AY and night Thy 
hand was heavy up-’ 
on me: -- -- | said, | will 
confess my transgressions 
unto the LORD; and Thou 
forgavest the iniquity of 
in. Pealm 32:45. 


Why wait until forced to your knees? 
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(2) Then they were not only ready to 
suffer for that Name, but they rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suffer 
for One who had suffered all for them! 
Note again Acts 5:41 and the whole 
account of Stephen’s triumphant death in 
witness to this paradox. Yes, they car- 
ried the Good News by suffering even 
unto death for it, but it was their radiant 
joy in so suffering that not only: silenced 
every enemy, in time, but even won over 
the strongest of them all, as we shall see 
later. No story in all Scripture so throbs 
with this exultant joy in suffering as this 
one of Stephen’s death for his Lord — the 
first'so to die of a long and not-yet-ended 
line. It should be told to your girls by 
the very best story-teller you can com- 
mand, one of their own number if such 
you have among them. It should include 
Acts: 6: 9-15 and 7: 54-60 in full detail, 
with only’a briefest summary of Stephen’s 
remarkable address in chapter seven. (It 
could be read aloud from Weymouth with 
telling interest.) 


(3) But this first death among them 
for their faith’s sake did not end their 
testimony; it rather spread. it the more! 
Read Acts 8: 1-4 and then 11: 19-21 for 
the plain statements on this point. And 
again we note the two unfailing signs 


‘ever present in the lives of those first 


bearers of Christianity: the indwelling 
Spirit to guide and empower, and joy in 
their witnessing. (Note the miracles and 
teaching of»Philip, in chapter eight; and 
the great numbers won in Antioch, in 
chapter eleven; the direct statement about 
Barnabas, 11:24, and so on.) Suffering 
did not silence their tongues, but rather 
loosed them, to tell their glad tidings 
in every new place to which they were 
driven! Even the persistent persecution 
that began with Stephen’s death and con- 
tinued through that of James’ (12:1) 
served only to scatter the Word every- 
where it scattered those who believed it! 
Home Study 

Surely there is only one name to write 
over chapter 7, on your chart — this story 
really beginning with 6:8. And which 
single verse best sums up, or explains, 
that triumphant witnessing death of 
Stephen’s, to you? Write it there, also, 
by reference numbers, only. (Such addi- 
tions to this chart: must be written in 
diagonally above these narrow chapter 
spaces. Note. the words, “Crucifixion,” 
“Resurrection,” and so on, on the model 
chart shown again in this issue of the 
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ise, “Lo, I am with you alway, even 


The word “persecution” (Acts | 1;19) is“‘thlipeis> and signifies“ pressure? 
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Times.) Of course you, the teacher, are 
keeping this chart as a guide for these 
Home Study directions. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CuristiAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuristiaNn YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sanday School 
imes Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristiAn YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while. the teacher 
uses both that paper and Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, 


1. Who lost his life because he preached 
a powerful sermon? 


2. In what way was Stephen like Christ 
in his death? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





CHRISTIANITY SPREAD hy 
~ PERSECUTION . 
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3. What famous missionary and leader 
of later days stood by and consented to 
Stephen’s death? 

4. How do we know that Saul thought 
he was doing right by his early activities 
against the Church of Christ? 

5. What effect not anticipated by the 
Jewish leaders did persecution have upon 
the early church? 

6. Where was the Gospel first gener- 
ally preached to Gentiles? 


we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Last words. 


Discussion: What are the daily prac- 
tices now that go into the making of 
a triumphant death? They are very 
practical and can be named. 


Objective: A spiritually-insured life. 











AY, fellows, let us consider the last 
word ‘of Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr. Last words, uttered consciously 
in the imminence of death, are usually 
significant. All sham and camouflage 
are brushed away, and the sotil is ‘laid 
bare in the presence of death. Only the 
things of eternal value come to the sur- 
face then, and dying words usually re- 
veal the speaker’s relation-to them. 

Have you ever thought about what 
your own “last words” would be, and 
how they might truly reflect the state 
of your own soul in relation to Jesus 
Christ? It is not a trifling thought, by 
any means, and just here in connection 
with our study of Stephen’s death, it 
may be very profitable to give it a few 
moments’ thought. Of course there is 
always the possibility of one’s dying with- 
out having a “last word.” Sudden death, 
by accident or otherwise, does not afford 
opportunity for a conscious dying utter- 
ance. It might be that your last word 
would be some very carefree remark, 
spoken without the least suspicion of the 
nearness of death; it might be something 
you would not have said, if you knew 
it was to be your last utterance. 


he was being done to death by hatred and 
malice; he was suffering the — intense 
agony of being stoned; but his last words 
were Christlike. I rather think he de- 
sired them to be so, for he must have 
been keenly sensible of the similarity of 
his death to that of his Master, espe- 
cially with regard to the hate that in- 
spired his enemies. In his faith and in 
his supreme desire to “follow his steps” 
he rose to that rare level of praying 
for them who despitefully used him (Matt. 
5:44) even while they were inflicting 
upon him excruciating agony — and that, 
unto death. “Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge”! Two notable things about 
those last words are evident, and the 
first is that. Stephen realized the pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ with him in his 
suffering. Why not? The Lord had 
said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28: 
20). Stephen believed the Lord was with 
him, just as he had said he would be: 
by the presence and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Only the Holy Spirit could 
enable a man to die like that and to 
utter a last word like that. Stephen’s 
last thought was in behalf of his ,tor- 
mentors, and his last word was- spoken 
for them. 

Now, fellows, mark the contrast in the 
last words of some noted atheists, who 
barred out the Holy Spirit from their 
lives by rejecting Christ. Gibbon, the 
great historian: “All is dark and doubt- 
full” Voltaire, famous philosopher, his- 
torian, author, and dramatist: “I am 
abandoned by God and man; I shall go 
to hell!” Mirabeau, celebrated French 
statesman and one of the greatest of 
the world’s orators: “Give me more 
laudanum, that [ may not think of eter- 
nity!” Tom Paine, author of “The Age 
of Reason,” said to. be the most notable 
critic of the Bible that any country 
has produced: “Stay with me, for God’s 


Stephen knew that he was dying, that | 


is said that Paine’s dying shrieks could 
be heard two blocks distant from his 
bedside. 

On the other hand, here is a sample 
of the way in which Christians die, as in- 
dicated by their last words: Ignatius 
(martyr): “I die willingly for God.” 
Polycarp (martyr): “He that gave me 
strength to come to the fire will give 
me patience to endure the flame without 
your tying me.” John Nuss (martyr): 
“In these flames I offer to thee, O Christ, 
this soul of mine.” Chrysostom: “Glory 
be to God for all events!” John Wesley: 
“The best of all is, God is with us.” 
Caroline Fry (missionary): “This is my 
bridal day, the beginning of my life, 
Oh, if this is dying, what a mercy!” 
Fellows, those last moments which will 
form for you and me the threshold of 
“the great adventure” will doubtless be 
full of startling interest. It does not take 
me one second to decide very definitely 
that I want to be conscious of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence in that crucial hour — 
and so do you. I want to be able to 
look death in the'face and smile at that 
Grim Reaper. I can do so if the Holy 
Spirit attends me. So it will be with 
you. 

And again, your last word. What will 
it be? Will it be a word of triumph? 
You are preparing for that last word, 
now, fellows, whether it be tomorrow, or 
next year, or seventy-five years from now. 
Like a flash it will show how you stand 
—and where—with Jesus Christ. Let 
us now, in the quiet moment of reflection, 
decide what kind of word it will be. 


GreEENSBORO, N. C. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


R®? Acts 7: 59, 60; 8: 1-4; 11: 19-21. 

If the children like the plan of 
helping with the lessons, allow them to 
do it, trying from time to time to use 
each member of the class who helps 
willingly. If possible have them come 
to you during the week before the les- 
son to learn their parts. The teacher 
will find these little close personal con- 
tacts very helpful. Select two helpers 
for this week’s lesson. One to tell the 
class about Stephen, and one to scatter 
the seed. 

Did the Lord Jesus promise his fol- 
lowers easy times? No, he promised 
them power to do the same kind of works 
that he did: healing, helping, blessing 
people, even raising the dead; but he 
told them plainly that they would be 
treated just as he had been. In our 
lesson last week we remember the good 
time we had with the disciples in Jeru- 
salem, when Joses gave the church such 
a generous gift, and they gave him a 
new name. Better remember his new 
name of Barnabas, for we shall meet 
him again in our studies. 

In our lesson this week we find the 
disciples very sad. Now let one of your 
helpers stand by you and tell the class 
why the Christians were sad. 

Stephen had been so busy passing on 
God’s blessings to the people that the 
Lord’s enemies, led by a young man 
named Saul, wanted to get rid of him. 
They pretended that Stephen had said 
some very wicked things about Go ’s 
Law and the Temple, so they stoned him 
to death. Stephen was the first of the 
Lord’s followers to die for him,’ But 
Stephen was very happy, for the gates 
of Heaven opened, and he saw the Lord 
Jesus at the right hand of God. He was 
not angry either, and just before he fell 
asleep he kneeled down and prayed for 
the men who were stoning him. 

Now let the teacher tell the class that 
after they had stoned Stephen, Saul be- 
gan to hunt all of the believers in Jeru- 
salem, both men and women, and put 
them in prison. So the Christians had 
to leave Jerusalem and go to other places 
to live. After telling the Good News 
in Judzea and Samaria, some went to 
Phenice, -a country near the sea, some 
teok..a:ship and went. to-.Cyprus, the 


a country in Africa. .-Qthers went up-to 





It is hell to be left alone!” It 
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home.of Barnabas, and.some to Cyrene,, 
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tians went, they told others about the 
Lord Jesus. 
Once the Master had told the people 
about a. farmer sowing seed. He said 
that the seed the farmer sowed stood 
for the Word of God. When these. men 
and women were driven from their homes 
in Jerusalem, and went to other places 
telling the Good News, they were like 
the sower, sowing the seed in the world. 
Let the teacher bring a piece of card- 
board, and some small, light seeds to 
the class. In the center of the cardboard 
have a circle drawn, which we shall call 
Jerusalem. Let your second helper hold 
the cardboard with the seeds placed in 
the circle. Explain that these seeds rep- 
resent the Word of God which the dis- 
ciples had been preaching “first in Jeru- 
salem” as the Lord Jesus had told them. 
Now let the one who holds the card- 
board blow suddenly upon the seeds, scat- 
tering them all about. This shows how 
the Word of God was scattered when the 
Christians were driven out of Jerusalem 
by persecution. Have all the class re- 
peat the Memory Verse together. 
“Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaching the 
word” (Acts 8:4). 

Sing, “True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.” 


Cutnton, S. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 19) 


i. The shifting of thought and action 
from selfish ends to concern for the good 
of others, in both material and spiritual 
matters. 


2. The source is in the example of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who “though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich,” 
and who made the supreme sacrifice of him- 
self for others. 


3. In Acts 2: 44, in immediate connection 
with the other results of Peter’s first ser- 
mon preached on the day of Pentecost. 


4. Baptism, the breaking of bread (“com- 
munion,” — Weymouth), and prayer (Acts 
a: 41, 48): 

5. It was now under Sadducean influence, 
whereas it had been, then, largely under 
the control of the Pharisees. Note Acts 
4:5, 6 and 5:17, 34, where a Pharisee 
stands alone, in opposition to the majority 
in the Sanhedrin. 

6. The message of the resurrection of 
Christ was a central truth of all the first 
preaching of the apostles, and this doctrine 
was the special abhorrence of the Sadducees, 
hence they would vigorously oppose all such 
teaching. 


7. Gamaliel, who had been Saul of Tarsus’ 
teacher (as we find recorded later), was 
this figure (see Acts 5: 33-40), unless we 
include the rather timorous defense of 
er on the part of Nicodemus (see John 
7:50). 

8. By upsetting previous conceptions of 
spiritual and social relationships based upon 
selfishness, and substituting the life that is 
in Christ Jesus, which included the prac- 
tice of the Golden Rule. 

9. “There is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more 
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty” 
(Prov. 11: 24). 
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The Victorious Life 

















Sending Others to Keswick 


ig YOU have been blessed by attending 
a Victorious Life Conference at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick (Keswick Grove, N. J.), 
or if you have not yet been able to get 
there, would you not like to make it pos- 
sible for others to go who cannot afford 
the small expense? Friends of Keswick 
have generously made gifts to a fund 
for this purpose, from time to time, and 
quite a number are longing to get to a 
conference this summer who will not be 
able to do so unless the money is pro- 
vided. The registration fee for any of 
the eight-day conferences is $3.50, and 
room and board are $17; thus $20.50 is 
the regular charge for a full conference 
for one person. Gifts of any. amount, 
large or. small, will be welcomed -for this 
purpose, and. should .be sent.to the or- 
der of Charles A. Blatchley, Treasurer, 





Antioch in Syria. Wherever the Chris- 


Victorious Life Testimony, 80-82 Staf- 
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Lesson for July 26 





Russia in the 
Grip of Bolshevism 
anid Ser gt Tan 
By the Rev. John Johnson 


Beat the above title we are ready to 
publish a book, which will contain the 
truth regarding present economic, social, and 
religious situation in Russia. 

The. book is written from a religious stand- 
point bya native Russian to answer hundreds 
of questions that arise in the minds of Chris- 
tian people. 

The following: are some of the chapter 
headings that are worth while:to consider : 


Within Soviet Russia 3 & 
Family Life ; 


Aen os Anti-Religious Movement 


Geds of the Ungodly 
Lishentzi 

Religious Laws of the Soviets 
Who Will Win? 

This book ‘needs to blished, The 
truth should be known. ~ can help by 
ordering one or more copies in advance. 
price of She Got wat be 62.00, but for the 
benefit of those who would share in the initial 
edition and help us to know how large to 
make it, we are making a special offer of 
$1.75 a volume. -The author will autograph 
all books for those taking advantage of this offer, 
which is good only until September 1, 1931, 

If you want to get, an accurate picture of 
Russia today, send your orders and remit- 
tances to the 

REV. JOHN JOHNSON 
156 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y., Room 411-J 
paesase aes eteeeesecoserssese® 
Dear Brother Johnson: 

For the enclosed $. .... - send me as 
soon as published . . . autographed copies of 
** Russia in the Grip of Belshevism.”’ 











_A Beautiful High Grade 
Christian Home and School 
for Children 


THE: Sumiiin Jokhn-Brown Schools are operating 

at Sulphur Springs, Arkansas, the Julia A. 
Brown School for Children. With a half- 
million’ dollar plant, located in the healthful, 
beautiful Ozark hills; and with a strong staff of 
Christian workers, this school offers an all-the- 
= program at very reasonable cost to children 
rom six to fifteen years of age. The ideal of 
this school is ‘‘ The best for the best.’’ For 
wie write 








Sulphur Springs, Arkansas 








“UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE: 
e ) © 2° . e 
Ladies’ Christian Union 
KATHARINE HOUSE 
118 West Thirteenth St., New York City 


A new and attractive house for Protestant 
young business women. 


Opens August 15, 1931 


pee now being received at above address. 





Deveiops os whole % boy — = meeutally, morally and 
physicall v. College preparation accredited by Mia- 
; | dle States Association and New York State 
gents. Excelient record of boys in college. 
beautifai Long Isia ane York: 
Modern buiidings on 
All athletics and 


Address Frank E. Gacbelein, Boz ;, a Broek, | 
Long Island New York 

















© Why Tolerate Pimples * 
and Blackheads when 
CUTICURA 


Quickly Relieves Them 
Price 2e. each. 
: “Cutteura,” 


wes at goods, or in making in uiry 
sie anything advertised in p ego men - “4 


you will whiige the publishers, as well as 


ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- | 
adelphia. The Council is continually in 
receipt of applications for free entertain- 
ment at the conferences, which it is un- 
able to grant unless the expenses of such 
entertainment are provided. There are 
applications in hand now which will re- 
quire. more than $250 to cover. Here is 
an opportunity for an investment that 
may have eternal results. 

Coming conferences will be held on 
the following dates: 


July 11 to 19 ...... Victorious Life Conference 
July 25 to ge 2 
August 8 to 16. “ “ «a 


“ “ oe 


August 22 to 30 .. 
September 4 to 7 

Labor Day Week-End Conference 
Those who wish to register for them- 
selves should apply early, as the accom- 
modations are limited. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Aug. 2. What Jesus Teaches About Happi- 
ness. Matt. 5: 1-12. (Consecration meeting.) 
Aug. 9. Good and Bad Features in Amuse- 
ments. Rom. 14: 13-23: 


Sunday, July 26 


Overcoming the Obstacles to Chris- 
* tianity (Matt. 5:13-16) . 
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j witness for Christ! 





‘“Mon.—Ignorance (2 Tim. 3 : 1-9). 
Tues.—Prejudice (Luke 4 : 23-32). 
Wed.—Self-interest (Acts 19 : 23-41). 
Thurs.—Self-corfidence (Acts 17 : 16-21, 


32). 
Fri—Self-righteousness (Matt. 23 : 13-32). 
Sat.—Failure of Christians (1 Cor. 3 : 1-3). 











What hinders the Gospel in our town? 
What hinders the Gospel abroad? 
What obstacles are in our own lives? 


stacles” to Christianity, our thoughts 
are likely to turn to such things as prej- 
udice, misunderstanding, and indifference. 
But let us see if there is not a basic 
“obstacle” that underlies all these. What 
is it in man’s heart that opposes and 
rejects God’s Word and the principles 
set forth in it? It is sin, the center of 
which is that perpendicular personal pro- 
noun “I.” The self-life is the greatest 
hindrance to the spread of the Gospel 
and Christianity because it is at the heart 
of every other obstacle. 

b 4 


Let us reverse the order suggested by 
the quesiions in the heading of the col- 
umn and deal with our own lives first. 
Our Scripture lesson makes clear- the 
equipment and commission of believers. 
We are likened to sali in its permeating, 
thirst producing, and preserving quali- 
ties, and to light in its penetrating and 
illuminating characteristics. 

As to our saltiness, we read in 2 Cor- 
inthians 2:14 of the “savour of the 
knowledge of Christ.” 
prevents our “knowledge of Christ” from 
producing thirst in others, from making 
us the preservative in our church and 
4j community? Is it not self, — our unwill- 
ingness to give time to learn of Christ 
through the Word and through prayer, 
our refusal to let go of certain weights 
‘or sins that hinder our testimony, and 
close ‘our mouths when we should be 
witnessing for Christ? 

So also does self hinder us from be- 
ing the light that Christ wants us to be. 

e have no light of our own. The best 
we can do is to reflect the tre light, 
Christ. himself. Unbelievers cannot see 
Christ except as believers reflect him. 
What is it that produces a feeble, dis- 
torted reflection? Is it not self with its ! 


righteousness, self-ambition, and the like? 
we. 

What difference would it make in your 
town if ‘God could reflect Christ from 
your life in such unhindered power. that 
men would be convinced and convicted 
by him? This brings us to the consider- 
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town. Are not the greatest obstacles the ‘ 
poor reflectors, — believers, whose lives 
give forth feeble and distorted reflections 
of Christ? 

se 


It is undeniable that even a group of 
faithful, consistent Christians may expect 
opposition. Satan and those he con- 
trols are on the alert to oppose a true 
witness for Christ wherever it appears. 
But think of the tools of which he would 
be robbed if he were unable to use Chris- 
tians to discredit God’s Word in your 
town by inconsistent, selfish living. Think 
of the obstacles that might be removed 
such as corrupt politics, unfair business 
dealings, tolerance of evil, evasion of the 
law, if every believer were a true, stanch 


When we consider the hindrances to 
the Gospel abroad, we .see. again ‘how 
selfishness in the lives of believers enters 
in. Why is it that so few are willing 
to yield themselves to’ carry the Gospel 
to the uttermost parts of the earth? Am- 
bition whispers ¢hat to give oneself for 
such a purpose is to bury oneself alive. 
Self-indulgence reminds us that the life 
of a pioneer missionary is a hard and 
difficult one. And so we stay comfort- 
ably at home, content to let our little 
candle burn amid a blaze of Gospel light 
rather than take it out into heathendom’s 
darkness and night. 

Why is it that so little is given to 
send others to those that sit in darkness? 
Is it because Christians want their ciga- 
rettes, chewing gum, and candy and their 
comforts and pleasures more than they 
want to make Christ known? .The early 


world. Persecution and death. did not 


lives dear unto themselves. In spite of 
almost insurmountable odds the Gospel 
of Christ spread and gripped men’s hearts. 
The obstacles are no greater today and 
God is no less willing to multiply his 


iah of old, “Here am I, send me”? 


ye 
What obstacles does God see in my heart? 
How am I hindering the spread of the 
Gospel in my town? 
What does God want me to do about 
getting the Gospel to the uttermost parts? 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

Schoot Lessons, issued by the Internatioaal 
Suaday School Lesson Committee. 


July 20 to 26 


Mon-—Acts 7:54 to 8: la. 

Stephen’s Martyrdom. 
The: Lord's -willingness to die for us 
should make us willing to die for him. 
Saul, particeps criminis in S n’s ex- 
ecution, took up and. finished Stephen’s 
work. When George Chisholm, twelve- 
year-old candidate for the ministry, was 
drowned -in the Swanannoa, Robert V. 
Miller, his playmate, went over to the 
swimming: hole at midnight and vowed to 
take his. place. Sammy Morris prayed 
for God to take him back to his Kru 
tribe in Africa, but dying of pneumonia 
at Taylor University, God raised up the 
black prophet Harris to plant churches 
all over the Gold Coast. Do not think 
that a “Red’-murdered Russian Chris- 
tian or an early dying missionary wastes 
his life; such a death is the seed of the 
Church. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for “The 
Macedonian Call,” appropriately named 
as the little organ of the Macedonian and 
Armenian Gospel Mission, Inc. (Mr. 
and Mrs. E. W. Peters, 190 S. Marengo 
Avenue, Pasedena, Cal.), whose little 
band of missionaries take quite literally 
as @ motto Romans 1:16. The purpose 
is to maintain a Gospel testimony in 
Thessalonica and sustain Armenian ref- 
ugees. 

Tues—1 Peter 4: 12-19. 
Rejoicing in Suffering. 

“I once heard a man speak of a lost 
sorrow. It was a sorrow out of which 
a man failed to get the blessing which 
God meant to come out of it for him. 
Out of every sorrow God means there 
should come submission; a drawing 
nearer to his own great heart of love. 
For the man who failed to get these 
blessings out of sorrow, that affliction 
was a lost sorrow. A lost sorroW is a 
most solemn testimony against you.”— 
James H. McConkey, in “The Ministry 
of Suffering.” Free from Silver Publish- 
ing Society, Bessemer Building, Pitts- 
burgh. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Poona and Indian Village Mission (13 
Aubert Park, N. 5, London, Eng.) ; for 
the faithful workers in Nasrapur, Khed- 
Shivapur, Lonand, Satara District, and 
Panharpur, Shalapur District. 
Wed.—Hebrews i1 : 17-31. Triumphs of Faith. 

Why is Jacob’s dying act of worship 
in verse 21 so noteworthy? Mrs. Anna 
Ross, a great Canadian student of Bible 
covenants, thinks that Jacob, who not 
only rested on but wrestled on the cove- 
nant promises (Gen. 32: 24), was rejoic- 
ing that, while Abraham passed the bless- 
ing on only to Isaac, and Isaac only to 
Jacob, Jacob himself had prayer-wrestled 
to the point where he secured the bless- 
ing for all twelve sons and two grand- 
sons. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
two nundred thousand evangelicals in 
Ttaly, whose circulation of the Scriptures, 
twice protested against by the Pope, but 
tolerated by the civil government, is bear- 
ing much fruit, and is promoted by in- 
creasing literacy. 

Thurs.—Genesis 45:1-8. Joseph in Egypt. 


The Devil hates this story in Genesis. 
In a Graded Lesson pamphlet by one of 
the denominations, it is being taught that 
the story of Joseph is folklore, pieced 
together like the Robin Hood legend, 
through centuries, and pushed back as a 
literary “fake”! The great Antitype of 
Zaphnath-paaneah, Revealer of Secrets 
(Gen. 41: 45), who will biess his brethren 
in the flesh, along with a weary world, 
is even at the doors now. 

Prayer Suacestions: Miss Agnes E. 
Johnson, of Tsinan, Shantung, China, 
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writes. the Presbyterian Board (156 Fifth 


Avenue, New York) about an itinerating 
trip by a station member and two Bible 
women, of 300 miles,-covering 41 days. 
Sixty homes were visited in 32 villages. 
A serious drawback to the work is the 
lack of money to repair bandit or sol- 
dier wrecked buildings. 
Fri.—Daniei 6 : 19-28. Daniel in Babylon. 
God sent an angel to rescue persecuted 
Daniel -(v. 22). Many missionaries could 
testify ‘to protection by wumseen tiger- 
muzzling angels. Livingstone of Africa 
catried a lion scar to Westminster Ab- 
bey. Chamberlain of India: raised his 
umbrella in the teeth of:a spitting panther 
in the path, and it fled..(Read- “The An- 
gels of God,” by A. C. .Gabelein, D.D., 
“Our Hoge” Publication Offi. , 456 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, $1). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelization of. Russia by the Church 
there; for the twenty-five million young 
people under twenty-five years of age'who 
know nothing but atheism; for the’ unity 
of the Church'in Central Europe, and 
the evangelization of both Jew and Gen- 
tile. These requests are from the Amer- 
ican-European Fellowship, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York. 


Sat.—Matthew 10 : 34-42. 
Price of Discipleship. 
Our Lord’s own brethren in the flesh 
did not believe in him as the Messiah 
during his earthly life. John Wesley’s 
unsympathetic and treacherous wife sided 
with his enemies, and finally abandoned 
him. Job’s wives with their “curse-God- 
and-die” attitude are a far worse plague 
than boils, or vice versa, but the Chris- 
tian centuries have been full of ‘such in 
divided households (v. 36). New rela- 
tionships in God’s family are pointed out 
by our Lord (Matt. 12: 46-50). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for strug- 
gling Christian periodicals in mission 
lands, such as Mr. Dobrinin’s wonderful 
Vernost, in Finland (Hummelgatan 19, 
Hedsingfors, Finland), and Mr. Przeor- 
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Jablonna, K. Warzany, Poland); prav for I é 
all efforts in mission lands to get out the 1 
Gospel through the printed page. 
Sun.—1 Peter 1 : 3-9. 
Reward of Faithful Witnessing. 
Dr. L. W. Munhall was giving his 
matchless lecture on the Bible, in a great 
auditorium, to five thousand people. He 
spoke a commending word about the one 
man whom he :knew im the ere ns 
that city which was strange to hime 
his friend, himself, and alt God’s children 
present, he said, would some day stand 
before the Lord of lords, in the presence 
of a good part of the assembled unive 
their tests (yv, 7). : 
iestions: Pray for. the 
é, ork) ; that the allowance 
fa Sto -five percent by onmal, | 
oy be ew! party that 








to receive His commendation for standing 
* Mission (296 Garfield 
inereased;' for the 


went otf last’ December; for all the mis— 
sionarieS in Nigeria, French Africa, ond 
Ethiopia. 
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Happy 
Christian 
Annuitants 


These are actual photographs of a 
few of hundreds of men and women 
who have written words of praise 
for the annuity plan that helps 
Zistri the Word of God. 


You, too, if you want 


to give to the cause ‘of Scrip-’ 
ture distribution but require 
some return from your gift dur- 
ing your lifetime, will find the 
American Bible Society’s annu- 
ity plan eininently satisfactory. 


Its safety is guaranteed by the 
substantial resources of this 
great world-wide Society 
which has been distributing 
the Scriptures since. 1816. 
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